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Habitability Check List  
THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT WILL ONLY PERFORM A HABITABILITY INSPECTION UPON REQUEST.  
AN INSPECTION FEE OF $30.00 WILL BE REQUIRED TO BE PAID BY THE APPLICANT TO THE COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT BEFORE SUCH INSPECTION CAN BE SCHEDULED.   

THIS CHECKLIST IS NOT INTENDED TO BE ALL-INCLUSIVE. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR HABITABILITY MAY BE 
ASSESSED OR OTHER BASIS FOR HABITABILITY MAY BE FOUND TO EXIST.  THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ALTER OR AMEND THIS DOCUMENT WHEN DEEMED NECESSARY. 

Structural Requirements 

 The Dwelling floor system (Chassis, floor joist, and floor decking) has been maintained in a safe 

manner and capable of supporting the load which normal use may cause to be placed thereon. 

 

 All Exterior walls are free of holes, breaks, loose or rotten boards or timbers, and any other 

conditions which might admit rain, dampness or pest infestation to the interior portions of the 

walls or to the occupied spaces of the building. All siding material shall be kept in repair. 

 

 Roofs shall be structurally sound and maintained in a safe manner and have no defects which 

might admit rain or cause dampness in the walls or interior portion of the structure. 

 

 Every dwelling shall have safe, unobstructed means of egress as per code requirements. 

 

 Every exterior door and door frame shall be substantially weathertight, water tight, and rodent 

proof and shall be kept in sound working condition and good repair. 

 

 Every exterior door shall be provided with properly installed hardware that is maintained to 

insure reasonable ease of operation to open, close, and secure in an opened or closed position, 

as intended by the manufacturer of the door and the attached hardware. 

 

 Every window shall be substantially weathertight, watertight, and rodent proof and shall be kept 

in sound working condition and good repair. 

 

 Every window sash shall be fully supplied with glass window panes or an approved substitute 

which are without cracks or holes. 

 

 Every window required for light and ventilation for habitable rooms shall be capable of being 

easily opened and secured in position by the window hardware. 
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 Every floor, interior wall and ceiling shall be substantially rodent proof, shall be kept in sound 

condition and good repair and shall be safe to use and capable of supporting the load which 

normal use may cause to be placed thereon. 

 

 Every structural element of the dwelling shall be maintained structurally sound and show no 

evidence of deterioration which render it incapable of carrying normal loads. 

 

 Existing skirting shall be maintained free from broken or missing sections, pieces or cross 

members.  Skirting shall be securely attached and sized from the ground to the lower out-side 

perimeter of the structure. 

 

Facility Requirements 

 Every dwelling unit shall contain not less than a kitchen sink, lavatory, tub or shower, and a 

toilet all in good working condition and properly connected to an approved water and sewer 

system.  Every plumbing fixture and water and waste pipe shall be properly installed and 

maintained in good sanitary working condition free from defects, leaks, and obstructions. 

   

 All required plumbing fixtures shall be located within the dwelling unit and be accessible to the 

occupants of the same.  The toilet, tub or shower, and lavatory shall be located in a room 

affording privacy to the user. 

 

 Every dwelling unit shall have water heating facilities which are properly installed and 

maintained in a safe and good working condition and are capable of heating water to such a 

temperature as to permit an adequate amount of water to be drawn at every required kitchen 

sink, lavatory basin, bathtub or shower. 

 

 Every dwelling unit shall have heating facilities which are properly installed, and maintained in 

safe and good working conditions, and are capable of safely and adequately heating all 

habitable rooms and bathrooms. 

 

 Gas Heaters listed for unvented use shall be permitted provided the total output rating of the 

heater is less than 30 BTU per hour per cu ft. of room contents.  Such heaters shall be prohibited 

in bedrooms. 

 

 The use of a liquid unvented heating appliance shall be permitted, providing such appliance is UL 

listed and providing the fuel is stored according to ASTM standards. 

 

 Every dwelling unit shall contain a kitchen equipped with the following minimum facilities: 

 

 1. Food preparation surfaces impervious to water and free of defects which would trap     
     food or liquid. 

 2.  Shelving, cabinets or drawers for the storage of food, cooking and eating utensils, all    
     of which shall be maintained in good repair. 

 3.  Free standing or permanently installed cook stove. Portable equipment shall not  
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     fulfill this requirement.  Portable cooking equipment with open flames shall be    
     prohibited. 

 4.  Mechanical refrigeration equipment for the storage of perishable food stuffs. 
   

 Every dwelling unit shall have adequate garbage disposal facilities or garbage storage 

containers. 

    

 Every dwelling unit shall be provided with a UL listed smoke alarm (and CO alarm when 

required), installed in accordance with the manufacturers’ recommendations and  listings, local 

ordinances and codes. 

 

Lighting and Ventilation Requirements 

 Every habitable room shall have at least one (1) window or skylight facing directly to the 

outdoors. 

   

 Every habitable room shall have at least one (1) window or skylight which can be easily opened, 

or such other device as will adequately ventilate the room. 

 

 Every bathroom shall comply with the light and ventilation requirements for habitable rooms 

except that no window or skylight shall be required in adequately ventilated bathrooms with an 

approved ventilation system 

 

Sanitation Requirements 

 Every owner/occupant shall be responsible for maintaining clean and sanitary conditions within 

his/her dwelling unit. 

 

 Every Owner/occupant of a dwelling shall dispose of all garbage and any other organic waste 

which might provide food for rodents and all rubbish in a clean and sanitary manner by placing it 

in the garbage facilities or garbage or rubbish storage containers. 

Electrical Requirements 

 Bedrooms shall have at least one (1) wall switch controlled lighting outlet. 

 

 In Kitchens, two (2) separate and remote receptacle outlets shall be provided (other than those 

outlets for fixed appliances or dedicated spaces) and a wall or ceiling lighting outlet controlled 

by a wall switch shall be provided. 

 

 Every hall, bathroom or laundry room shall contain at least one (1) ceiling-mounted or wall-

mounted lighting outlet. 

 

 In bathrooms the lighting outlet shall be controlled by a wall switch. 
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 In addition to the lighting outlet in every bathroom and laundry room, there shall be provided at 

least one receptacle outlet. 

 

 Any new bathroom receptacle outlet shall have GFCI protection. 


