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CHAPTER 29

SIGN ORDINANCE

29-101 PURPOSE: Sign regulations achieve public safety rationales not achieved by
standard building code provisions.  Without a Sign Ordinance, signs can pose a
clear danger to public safety.  It has been long recognized that sign controls are
needed to promote traffic safety and avoid traffic accidents.  Signs can distract
motorists by impairing visibility.  Traffic safety is improved by restricting the
size, height, and locations of signs.  Signs, if unregulated, can confuse motorists
by mimicking traffic safety signals and signs.

1. Unregulated signs may negatively affect the character of communities and
the value of buildings.  For example, blighted signs and antiquated signs
and sign structures (i.e., the pole with a blank structure for a sign face) can
contribute to an overall image of blight and a reduction of property values
in declining areas if not addressed and removed via sign controls. 
Unregulated signs can reduce the effectiveness of signs needed to direct
the public because they compete with public purpose signs and reduce
their visibility and effectiveness.  Unregulated signage in special character
areas would almost assuredly neutralize any public plan and investments
to improve streetscapes.

2. Sign regulation serves the interests of the business community. 
Unregulated competition among businesses where individual business
signs are not adequately visible results in too many signs and a point of
diminishing returns.  Sign regulations help to maintain the scenic heritage
and unique character of the community by implementing uniformity of
standards and quality in signs.  Signs substantially influence the
appearance of the community, and sign regulation is essential to the
community’s long-term economic viability.  Sign controls improve visual
character.

3. This Ordinance is adopted to serve substantial public interests by
correcting and avoiding multiple problems that would occur without the
regulation of signs and advertising devices.  The regulations contained
herein are not more extensive than necessary to serve the substantial public
interests identified in this statement of purpose.
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29-102 INTENT: It is not the intent of this Ordinance to apply regulation to signs
because of a disagreement with the message that they convey, to foreclose
important and distinct mediums or expression for political, religious, or personal
messages, or to suggest the County should regulate the content of signs in any
manner.  It is however, the intent of this Ordinance to regulate the time, place, and
manner of sign placement in a manner sufficient to meet the public purposes
articulated in the purpose section of the Ordinance.

29-103 APPLICABILITY: A sign may be erected, placed, established, painted, created,
or maintained within the planning jurisdiction of the County only in conformance
with the standards, procedures, exemptions, and other requirements of this
Ordinance.

1. The effect of this Ordinance as more specifically set forth herein shall:

(a) Establish a permit system to allow a variety of types of signs in
commercial, residential and industrial areas that are subject to the
standards and the permit procedures of this Ordinance.

(b) Allow certain signs that are small, unobtrusive, and incidental to
the principal use of the respective lots on which they are located,
subject to the substantive requirement of this Ordinance.

(c) Provide for temporary signs without commercial messages in
limited circumstances in the public right-of-way.

(d) Prohibit all signs not expressly permitted by this Ordinance.
(e) Provide for the enforcement of the provisions of this Ordinance.

29-104 DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS: Words and phrases used in this
Sign Ordinance shall have the meanings set forth in this section.  Words an
phrases not defined in this section but defined in the Bryan County Code of
Ordinances shall be given the meanings set forth there.  All other words and
phrases shall be given their common, generally accepted meaning, unless the
context clearly requires otherwise.

1. Animated Sign: Any sign that uses movement or change of light to depict
action or create a special effect or scene.

2. Banner: Any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is securely
mounted to a pole or a building.  National flags, state or municipal flags,
or the official flag of any institution or business shall not be considered
banners.
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3. Banner (commercial): Any banner containing a commercial message.

4. Banner (noncommercial): Any banner not containing a commercial
message.

5. Beacon: Any light with one or more beams directed into the atmosphere or
directed at one or more points not on the same lot as the light source; also,
any light with one or more beams that rotate or move.

6. Building Marker: Any sign indicating the name of a building, date, and/or
incidental information about its construction, which sign is cut into a
masonry surface or made of bronze or other permanent material.

7. Building Sign: Any sign attached to any part of a building, in contrast to a
freestanding sign.

8. Canopy Sign: Any sign that is a part of or attached to an awning, canopy,
or other fabric, plastic, or structural protective cover over a door, entrance,
window, or outdoor service area.  A marquee is not a canopy.

9. Changeable Copy Sign: A sign or portion thereof with characters, letters,
or illustrations that can be changed or rearranged without altering the face
or the surface of the sign.  A sign on which the message changes more
than eight times per day shall be considered an animated sign and not a
changeable copy sign for purposes of this Ordinance.  A sign on which the
only copy that changes is an electronic or mechanical indication of time or
temperature shall be considered a “ time and temperature”  portion of a sign
and not a changeable copy sign for purposes of this Ordinance.

10. Commercial Message: Any sign wording, logo, or other representation
that, directly or indirectly, names, advertises, or calls attention to a
business, product, service, or other commercial activity.

11. Common Signage Plan: In a commercial zone of B-2 or greater intensity, a
legally enforceable, county-approved Master Signage Plan delineating the
size, design and location of all signs on two or more contiguous properties
and granting the properties a 25% increase in total square footage for
signage in the applicable zone.
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12. Flag: Any fabric, banner, or bunting containing distinctive colors, patterns,
or symbols, used as a symbol of a government, political subdivision, or
other entity.

13. Freestanding Sign: Any sign supported by structures or supports which are
placed on, or anchored in, the ground and that are independent from any
building or other structure.

14. Incidental Sign: A sign, generally informational, that has a purpose
secondary to the use of the lot on which it is located, such as “No
Parking” , “Entrance” , “Loading Only” , “Telephone” and other similar
directives.  A sign with a commercial message legible from a position off
the lot on which the sign is located is not incidental.

15. Marquee: Any permanent roof-life structure projecting beyond a building
or extending along and projecting beyond the wall of the building,
generally designed and constructed to provide protection from the weather.

16. Marquee Sign: Any sign attached to, in any manner, or made a part of a
marquee.

17. Master Signage Plan: In a commercial zone of B-2 or greater intensity, a
County-approved plan delineating all signs by size, design and location on
a parcel.  A Common Signage Plan is a Master Signage Plan affecting two
or more contiguous properties with additional advantages.

18. Nonconforming Sign: Any sign existing on the effective date of this
Ordinance that does not conform to the requirements of this Ordinance.

19. Pennant: Any lightweight plastic, fabric, or other material, whether or not
containing a message of any kind, suspended from a rope, wire, or string,
usually in series, designed to move in the wind.

20. Portable Sign: A sign not permanently attached to the ground or other
permanent structure, or a sign designed to be transported, but not including
trailer signs (as herein defined); signs converted to A- or T- frames; menu
or sandwich board signs; balloons used as signs; umbrellas used for
advertising; and signs attached to or painted on vehicles parked and visible
from the public right-of-way, unless said vehicle is used in the normal day-
to-day operations of business.
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21. Projecting Sign: Any sign affixed to a building or wall in such a manner
that its leading edge extends more than six inches beyond the surface of
such building or wall.

22. Residential Sign: Any sign located in a district for residential uses.

23. Roof Sign: Any sign erected or constructed as an integral or essentially
integral part of a normal structure of any design, such that no part of the
sign extends vertically above the highest portion of the roof and such that
no part of the sign is separated from the rest of the roof by a space of more
than six inches.

24. Roof Sign, Integral: Any sign erected or constructed as an integral or
essentially integral part of a normal structure of any design, such that no
part of the sign exceeds vertically above the highest portion of the roof and
such that no part of the sign is separated from the rest of the roof by a
space of more than six inches.

25. Sign: Any device, fixture, placard, or structure that uses any color, form,
graphic, illumination, symbol, or writing to advertise, announce the
purpose of, or identify the purpose of a person or entity, or to
communicate information of any kind to the public.

26. Sign Setback Line: An imaginary line created by this Ordinance to
establish an easily determined setback from any public thoroughfares for
the placement of certain temporary signs.  The sign setback line shall be
fifteen (15) feet from the back of the street curb edge of pavement or
stabilized shoulder.

27. Streamer: A streamer is defined the same as a pennant for purposes of this
Ordinance.

28. Suspended Sign: A sign that is suspended from the underside of a
horizontal plane surface and is supported by such surface.

29. Temporary Sign: Any sign that is used only temporarily and is not
permanently mounted.

30. Trailer Sign: Any sign designed to be transported by means of wheels,
whether or not the wheels remain attached, located on the ground and
permanently attached thereto, and which is usually a two-sided sign and
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including any single- or double-surface painted or posted panel type sign,
or any variation thereof.

31. Wall Sign: Any sign attached parallel to but within six inches of a wall;
painted on the wall surface of, or erected and confined within the limits of
an outside wall of any building or structure which is supported by such
wall or building, and which displays only one sign surface.

32. Window Sign: Any sign, pictures, symbol, or combination, thereof,
designed to communicate information about an activity, business,
commodity, event, sale, or service, that is placed inside a window or upon
the window panes or glass and is visible from the exterior of the window.

29-105 GENERAL: The following regulations shall apply to all signs:

1. No sign shall be erected or maintained unless it is in compliance with the
regulations of this Ordinance.

2. Signs must be constructed of durable materials, maintained in good
condition, and shall not be permitted to become dilapidated.

3. All signs located on sites abutting or visible from Interstate Highways
shall conform with section 95-916 of the Georgia Outdoor Advertising
Code and shall meet all federal and state requirements necessary to obtain
a permit under said code.  In instances where the sign controls of this
ordinance are more restrictive, these regulations shall apply.

The creation, construction or maintenance of freestanding signs in areas
adjacent to and/or visible from secondary, primary and interstate highway
system rights-of-way shall be limited to: BN Neighborhood Business, B-1
Neighborhood Commercial, B-2 General Commercial, C-1 Interchange
Commercial, I-L and I-1 Industrial Districts.

4. No signs, except as otherwise specified, shall exceed the standard building
height limit of the district in which they are located.

5. Any sign which advertises an activity, business, product, or service which
has ceased operation or production shall be removed within six (6) months
of the discontinuance of said activity.
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29-106 PROHIBITED SIGNS:

1. Signs imitating warning and traffic signals are prohibited.  No sign shall
display lights resembling the flashing lights customarily used in traffic
signals or in police, fire, ambulance, or rescue vehicles; nor shall any signs
use the words, slogans, dimensional shape and size, or colors of the
governmental traffic signs.

2. No signs whatsoever, except government-maintained traffic signs and
signals and informational signs erected by a public agency, are permitted
within any street or highway right-of-way.

3. Signs painted or attached to natural features (such as trees or rocks),
telephone poles, utility poles, or fence posts are prohibited.

4. Signs within 300 feet of any officially designated historical site or
monument, except signs pertaining to that particular site or monument, are
prohibited.

29-107 PERMITTING PROCEDURES:

1. Permits to Construct or Modify Signs: It shall be unlawful for any person
to post, display, substantially change, or erect a sign in the County without
first having obtained a building permit, if required by the Standard
Building Code as adopted by the County, for said sign.  The applicant for a
building permit shall submit with his application such materials as
specified by the Building Inspector, including (but not limited to) a sketch
or print drawing to scale showing pertinent information, such as wind
pressure requirements and display materials, in accordance with the
following requirements and procedures.

2. Permits for New Sign or for Sign Modification: An application for
construction, creation, or installation of a new sign or for modification of
an existing sign shall be accompanied by a copy of the previously
approved sign permit including detailed drawings to show the dimension,
design, structure, and location of each particular sign, to the extent that
such details are not contained on a Master Signage Plan or Common
Signage Plan then in effect for the lot.  One application and permit may
include multiple signs on the same lot.
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3. Inspection: The County shall inspect each lot for which a permit for a new
sign, or for modification of an existing sign, is issued.  If construction or
modifications have not started within six (6) months of the date of
issuance, the permit shall lapse and become void.  If construction is
complete and in full compliance with the Ordinance and electrical codes,
the County shall affix to the premises a permanent symbol identifying the
sign(s) and the applicable permit, by the number or other reference.  If
construction is substantially complete, but not in full compliance with this
Ordinance and applicable codes, the County shall give the owner or
applicant notice of the deficiencies and shall allow an additional 30 days
from the date of inspection for the deficiencies to be corrected.  If the
deficiencies are not corrected by such date, the permit shall lapse and
become void.  If the construction is completed, the County shall affix to
the premises the permanent symbol as described above.

4. Temporary Permits: Permits for temporary signs shall be subject to the
following requirements:

(a) Temporary Sign Permits.  Temporary signs shall be allowed only
upon the issuance of a temporary sign permit, which shall be
subject to the following requirements.

(b) No permit is required for temporary political signs and banners in
accordance with this Ordinance, however temporary political signs
and banners are still bound by the safety elements of this
Ordinance, including placement and traffic visibility requirements
and limitations.

(c) A temporary sign shall not be erected, placed or maintained on the
thoroughfare side of the sign setback line (15 feet from the edge of
pavement).

(d) In addition to other setback requirements, temporary signs shall be
located such that, at any intersection ingress/egress point, the
traffic visibility shall not be impaired.

(e) Temporary signs shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet, with the
exception of a sign located at a construction project.  If the
temporary sign is located on property that faces more than one 
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street, one temporary sign may be allowed for each frontage.  Each
such sign shall be located not closer than 15 feet to a street right-
of-way.

(f) A temporary sign located at a construction project may not exceed
forty (40) square feet, such signs may be displayed from the
beginning of the construction project, through the completion of
the project.

29-108 SIGNS EXEMPT FROM THIS ORDINANCE

1. Any public notice or warning required by a valid and applicable federal
state, or local law, regulation or ordinance.

2. Any sign that is not legible from a distance of more than three feet beyond
the lot line of the lot or parcel on which such sign is located.

3. Works of art that do not include a commercial message.

4. Holiday signs with no commercial message.

5. Private street name and traffic control signs on private property, such as
“STOP”, “YIELD” and similar signs, the face of which meet County
transportation standards, and of which contain no commercial messages.

6. “NO Trespassing” , “NO Hunting” , “NO Fishing” , “NO Loitering” , and
like signs not exceeding one square foot in area.

7. Incidental signs as defined by this article.

8. Identification signs for approved Home Occupations, provided that only
one unlighted sign, not exceeding two (2) square feet in area, may be
permitted on any lot.

9. A temporary sign placed in a residential district.

29-109 REGULATIONS FOR SPECIFIC TYPES OF SIGNS:

1. Home Occupation Signs: One non-illuminated professional or business
sign not exceeding two (2) square feet in area is permitted.
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2. Signs of Work Under Construction: One non-illuminated sign, not
exceeding forty (40) square feet in area displaying the name of the
building, the contractor, the architects, the engineer, the owners, the
financial, selling and development agencies is permitted upon the premises
of any work under construction, alteration, or removal.  Such sign shall be
removed from the site within thirty (30) days after the completion of the
project.

3. Temporary Subdivision Signs: Temporary signs announcing a land
subdivision development, and not exceeding forty (40) square feet in
combined area per development, are permitted on the premises of the land
subdivision.  Such signs shall be spaced not less than three hundred (300)
feet apart.  They shall be removed in 12 months.

4. Private Directional Signs: In addition to Temporary Subdivision Signs,
signs indicating the location and direction of premises available for, or in
process of, development, but not erected upon such premises, and having
inscribed thereon the name of the owner, developer, builder, or agent may
be erected and maintained, provided:

(a) The size of any such sign is not in excess of six (6) square feet, and
not in excess of four (4) feet in length; and

(b) Not more than one (1) such sign is erected on each five hundred
(500) feet of street frontage within the development.

5. Roof Signs Integral: Not more than one (1) sign structure may be erected
on the roof of any one (1) building.  No roof sign structure shall extend
above the highest portion of the roof.

6. Wall Signs: Signs on the walls of a building (including signs attached flat
against the wall, painted wall signs and projecting signs) shall meet the
following requirements:

(a) Signs on the Front Surface of a Building: The total area of signs on
the exterior front surface of a building shall not exceed twenty-five
(25%) percent of the front surface of the building, so long as the
figure does not exceed the total amount of sign area permitted
within the Zoning District where the sign or signs are to be located.
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(b) Signs on the Side and Rear Surface of a Building: The total area of
signs on a side or rear surface of building shall not exceed fifty
(50%) percent of the exterior side or rear surface of the building
respectively, so long as this figure does not exceed the total amount
of sign area permitted within the Zoning District where the sign or
signs are to be located.

(c) The combined sign area on the front, side and rear surface of a
building must not exceed the total sign area permitted within the
Zoning District where the sign or signs are to be located.

7. Projecting Signs: Wall signs attached flat against a wall, parallel to the
wall face, may extend not more than twenty-four (24) inches from the
wall.

8. Signs attached at an angle to a wall (including a 90 degree angle) may
extend outward from the wall of a building not more than five (5) feet.

9. Illuminated Signs: Illumination devices shall be so placed, so designed and
so shielded that light from the sign itself will not be directly cast into any
residential district, sleeping rooms in any district, or into the eyes of an
automobile or vehicular driver.

10. Outdoor Advertising Signs: All signs visible from the travel lanes of major
thoroughfares and interstate rights-of-way shall meet the following
requirements:

(a) Uniform Size: The outside measurements of all such signs shall be
twelve (12) feet in height and not greater than fifty (50) feet in
length, with or without trim (600 square feet).

(b) Illumination: All illuminated outdoor advertising signs shall use
base-mounted fluorescent or mercury vapor lights and shall be
activated and deactivated by photo-electric cells.  Additional
lighting, including but not limited to neon, animation and running
lights, is prohibited.

(c) Height Above Highway/Interstate Grade: All outdoor advertising
signs shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet above adjacent highway/
interstate pavement measuring from the lower portion of the sign
face.  Sign structures shall not exceed thirty (30) feet in height;
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except in a Commercial Interchange zone where the maximum
height shall be 80 feet.  Two signs in the same location (back-to-
back, over and under, or “V”  formation) shall be the same height
above the highway/interstate’s surface.

(d) Protrusions Prohibited: Protrusions beyond the face of the sign are
prohibited, with the exception of aprons.

(e) Number of Outdoor Advertising Signs Per Lot: Except in the CI, I-
L and I-1 zones (as noted in section 29-110(7) below), only one
sign shall be allowed to face the same direction per lot.  Back-to-
back or “V”  formation signs are permitted.

(f) Spacing: Outdoor advertising sign locations shall be no less than
five hundred (500) feet apart measuring from the two closest
points, regardless of the dimensions of the lots on which they
stand.

(g) Outdoor advertising signs shall be no less than fifteen (15) feet
from the right-of-way line, and 15 feet or a distance equal to the
height of the sign, whichever is greater, from all other property
lines.

(h) Locations Limited Per Quadrant: A maximum of three Outdoor
Advertising sign locations shall be permitted within 3,000 feet of
any interchange per interchange quadrant (where the intersection of
two highways creates four quadrant sections) provided that the
spacing and lot requirements can be met.

(i) Other than signs located within 3,000 feet of any interchange. 
General Advertisement signs adjacent to Interstate Highways and
visible from the main traveled way of I-16 are prohibited, except
for right-of-way logos on standards furnished by the Department of
Transportation of Georgia.  Logos shall be defined as an easily read
and identifiable symbol such as Shell Oil, Exxon Oil, Holiday Inn
or independent company trademarks of a size to be approved by the
Department of Transportation of Georgia.  This does not apply to
signs that meet the criteria referenced in section 29-110(7) or for
properties appropriately zoned.

(j) Marsh and Historic Area Locations: No Outdoor Advertising sign
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shall be placed in or obstruct the view of a marshland area or any
area of designated historic interest.

29-110 SIGNS PERMITTED IN SPECIFIC ZONING DISTRICTS

1. Signs Permitted in an A-5, AR 2.5, and AR 1.5 Zoning District:  

(a) For permitted Home Occupations in these zones, one non-
illuminated professional or business name plate not exceeding two
square feet in area.

(b) For uses other than dwellings: a single illuminated or non-
illuminated freestanding sign or bulletin board not exceeding 20
square feet in area.  Such sign shall be set back not less than 15 feet
from the street right-of-way line unless attached to the front wall of
a building which is closer to the right-of-way line.

(c) Temporary subdivision signs and private directional signs, under
the provisions set forth in subsection 29-109(3) and 29-109(4).

2. Signs Permitted in AR-1, R-30, R-1, R-2, and R-3 Districts:

(a) For permitted Home Occupations in these zones, one non-
illuminated professional or business name plate not exceeding 2
square feet in area.

(b) For uses other than dwellings, a single freestanding institution or
identification sign or bulletin board not exceeding six (6) square
feet in area.

(c) Temporary subdivision signs and private directional signs, under
the provisions set forth in subsections 29-109(3) and 29-109(4).

3. Signs Permitted in R-4 Districts:

(a) One (1) non-illuminated professional or business name plate not
exceeding two (2) square feet in area mounted flat against the wall
of a building in which there is conducted a permitted home
occupation.

(b) Up to two signs, not to exceed a combined total sign area of 64
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square feet, per mobile home park.  Where a mobile home park
abuts a federal primary or interstate highway, only one (1) sign, not
to exceed a total sign area of 100 square feet per mobile home
park.

4. Signs Permitted in BN District:

(a) All signs permitted in section 29-109(3) and 29-109(4).

(b) One (1) freestanding sign per commercial lot on the street on
which the establishment fronts.  The maximum size of a sign for
any business establishment shall not exceed 25 square feet.

(c) Integral Roof Signs are permitted as defined in section 29-109(5).

5. Signs Permitted in a B-1 or O District:

(a) All signs permitted in section 29-109(3), 29-109(4), 29-109(5),  
29-109(6) and 29-109(7).

(b) The number of freestanding signs shall be limited to one(1) on the
street the establishment fronts.  The maximum size of a sign for
any business establishment shall not exceed 64 square feet.

6. Signs Permitted in a B-2 District: Subject to the filing of a Common
Signage Plan or Master Signage Plan (Section 29-111 below), the
following rules obtain in a B-2 District:

(a) All signs permitted in section 29-109(3), 29-109(4), 29-109(5),  
29-109(6), 29-109(7) and 29-109(8).

(b) The number of freestanding signs shall be limited to one (1) on the
street on which the establishment fronts.  The maximum combined
area of signage on any lot shall not exceed 240 square feet.

7. Signs Permitted in a C-I, I-L or I-1:

(a) All signs permitted in any other zoning district are permitted in
commercial and industrial districts.

(b) On any occupied lot in a commercial or industrial district, no more
than two freestanding signs, and no more then four (4) signs of any
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and all types, having a total combined area of not more than 800
square feet visible sign area when viewed from any single vantage,
and being located no closer than 500 feet apart, shall be permitted.

(c) Commercial or industrial uses located on or adjacent to major
streets or controlled access thoroughfares in commercial or
industrial districts may include in addition to their total permitted
sign area one (1) business identification pylon sign which shall be
erected on their property.  The sign shall be erected so that no
portion of the sign shall be less than 15 feet back from the street
right-of-way and may not exceed 80 feet in height.

(d) Roof and wall signs shall in no case exceed the requirement of
subsection 29-109(5) and 29-109(6).

(e) Signs in these zones may be illuminated.

(f) All Outdoor Advertising signs visible form the Interstate Highways
shall be located in an Interchange Commercial (CI) Zoning District
only and are subject to the limitations of section 29-109(10).

8. Signs Permitted in PUD Districts: Only those signs incorporated into the
plans for Planned Unit Developments approved by the Planning
Commission and County Commission and meeting the design criteria set
forth in section 29-109 are permitted in Planned Unit Development
Districts.

29-111 MASTER AND COMMON SIGNAGE PLANS

For property zoned for moderate or higher levels of commercial activity (B-2, C-I,
I-L, or I-1), property owners shall have the option of filing a Master or Common
Signage Plan, which shall obtain in preference over the limitations otherwise in
effect in these Zones.  Subject to approval by the County, Master or Common
Signage Plans may allow more square footage, a greater number, a greater height,
or s structural design at variance with the ordinance.  Where a Master Signage
Plan has been approved, no permit shall be issued for an individual sign requiring
a permit unless it conforms to the plan as approved by the County.  Common
Signage Plans shall be deemed to be Master Signage Plans affecting and agreed to
by two or more adjoining property owners.

1. Master Signage Plan.  For any lot zoned B-2, C-I, I-L or I-1 on which the
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owner proposes to erect signs requiring a permit which are at variance
with the ordinance, the owner shall submit to the County a Master Signage
Plan containing the following:

(a) An accurate plot plan of the lot at such scale as the County may
reasonably require.

(b) Location of buildings, parking lots, driveways, and landscaped
areas on such lot.

(c) Computation of the maximum total sign area, the maximum area
for individual signs, the height of signs, and the number of
freestanding signs allowed on the lot(s) included in the plan under
this Ordinance and a general description of the design of all signs
which are proposed to be erected or installed on the property.

(d) An accurate indication on the plot plan of the proposed location of
each present and future sign of any type, whether requiring a
permit or not, except that incidental signs and signs not regulated
by this Ordinance need not be shown.

2. Common Signage Plan.  If the owners of two or more contiguous
(disregarding intervening streets and alleys) lots file with the County for
such lots a Common Signage Plan conforming with the provisions of this
section, a 25 percent increase in the maximum total sign area shall be
allowed for each included lot.  This bonus may be allocated within each lot
as the owners elect (e.g. If total sign area permitted is 100 square feet for
two lots, owner may allocate 25 additional square feet of signage to one lot
while keeping other lot within allowed limits).

(a) Provisions of Common Signage Plan.  The Common Signage Plan
shall contain all of the information required for a Master Signage
Plan (as defined herein) and shall also specify standards for
consistency among all signs on the lots affected by the plan with
regard to:

i. Color Scheme;
ii. Lighting;
iii. Location of each sign on the buildings;
iv. Materials used; and,
v. Sign proportions.
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(b) Limit on Freestanding Signs Under Common Signage Plan.  The
Common Signage Plan, for all lots with multiple uses or multiple
users, shall limit the number of freestanding signs to a total of one
for each street on which the lots included in the plan have frontage
(notwithstanding lots which may contain an intervening street) and
shall provide for shared or common usage of such signs.  In any
instance where the properties included within a Common Signage
Plan may contain an intervening street, such properties shall be
treated as a unified lot.  The maximum height of the freestanding
signs permitted shall be 30 square feet.

3. Other Provisions of Master or Common Signage Plans.  The Master or
Common Signage Plan may contain such other restrictions as the owner(s)
of the lots may reasonably determine.

4. Consent.  The Master or Common Signage Plan shall be signed by all
owners or their authorized agents in such form as the County shall require.

5. Joint Processing.  A Master or Common Signage Plan shall be included in
any development plan, site plan, planned unit development plan, or other
official plan required by the County for all proposed commercial
development and shall be processed simultaneously with such other plans.

6. Amendment.  A Master or Common Signage Plan may be amended by
filing a new Master or Common Signage Plan that conforms with all
requirements of the Ordinance then in effect.  In general, amendments
shall be reviewed and acted upon by the County; provided, however, that
any amendment of a common signage plan which affects those items
governed by Subsection 29-111(2)(a) (Provisions of Common Signage
Plan) of this section, shall be acted upon in a like procedure to the original
plan.

7. Existing Signs Not Conforming to Master or Common Signage Plan. 
When a Master or Common Signage Plan is filed for a property on which
existing signs are located, it shall include a schedule for bringing into
conformance all signs not conforming to the proposed amended plan or to
the requirements of this Ordinance as in effect on the date of submission.

8. Binding Effect.  After approval of a Master or Common Signage Plan, no
sign shall be erected, placed, painted, or maintained on the property
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referenced by the plan, except in conformance with such plan and such
plan may be enforced in the same way as any provision of this Ordinance. 
In case of any conflict between the provisions of such plan and any other
provision of this Ordinance, the Ordinance shall have precedence and
control.

29-112 COMPUTATIONS: The following principles shall control the computation of
sign area and sign height.

1. Computation of Area of Individual Signs.  The Area of a sign face (which
is also the sign area of a wall sign or other sign with only one face) shall
be computed by means of the smallest square, circle, rectangle, triangle, or
combination there or that will encompass the extreme limits of the wiring,
representation, emblem, or other display, together with any material or
color forming a integral part of the background of the display or used to
differentiate the sign from the backdrop or structure against which it is
placed, but not including any supporting framework, bracing, or decorative
fence or wall.

2. Computation of Area of Multi-Faced Signs: The sign area for a sign with
more than one face shall be computed by adding together the area of all
sign faces.  When two identical sign faces are placed back to back, so that
both faces cannot be viewed from any point at the same time, and when
such sign faces are part of the same sign structure, the sign area shall be
computed by the measurement of one of the faces.

3. Computation of Height.  The height of a sign shall be computed as the
distance from the base of the sign at normal grade to the bottom of the
lowest point of the sign face.  Normal grade shall be construed to be the
newly established grade after construction, exclusive of any filling,
berming, mounding, or excavating solely for the purpose of locating the
sign.  In cases in which the normal grade of the sign is lower than the
grade of the adjacent public street, normal grade shall be construed to be
the grade of the adjacent public street.  “Adjacent public street”  shall mean
the street providing approved vehicle access to the property and which
does or would bear the street address for the property.

4. Computation of Maximum Total Permitted Sign Area.  Lots may not
exceed the maximum sign area allocation that is specified for the Zoning
District.

5. Design, Construction, and Maintenance.  All signs shall be designed,
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constructed, and maintained in accordance with the following standards:

(a) Except for banners, flags and temporary signs conforming in all
respects with the requirement of this Ordinance, all signs shall be
constructed of permanent materials and shall be permanently
attached to the ground, a building, or other structure by direct
attachment to a rigid wall, frame, or structure.

(b) Every sign, including, but not limited to those signs for which
permits are required, shall be maintained in a safe, presentable, and
sound structural condition.

i. To prevent rust, peeling, flaking, fading, or rotting, all signs
and supports shall be painted, unless anodized or similarly
treated.

ii. Broken panels, missing letters, defective illumination, torn
fabric, flaking or peeling paint and other damage to a sign,
shall be replaced or repaired.

iii. If determination is made by the County that any sign is
unsafe, not secure, in violation of any applicable law or a
public danger, notice of such violation shall be given to the
property owner and/or occupant where such sign is located. 
The property owner and/or occupant shall have 30 days
from the date of said notice to remove, repair, or remedy
said violation.

(c) No sign shall be allowed in the public right-of-way except the
following:

i. Public signs erected by or on behalf of a governmental body
to post legal notices.

ii. Bus stop signs erected by a public transit company.

iii. Informational signs of a public utility regarding its poles,
lines, pipes, or facilities.

iv. Awning, projecting, and suspended signs projecting over a
public right-of-way when permitted with a permit.
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