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      ENVIRONMENTAL ORDINANCE 
 

                 ARTICLE I: LITTER CONTROL AND SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT 

 

6-101 Purpose.  To protect  the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Bryan  County, to 
protect the environment, to enhance the physical quality of life in Bryan County, and to 
contribute by these efforts to improving the quality of life in Bryan County and enhancing the 
natural beauty of our State and County by establishing minimum standards for the storage, 
collection, transportation and disposal of solid wastes that originate in Bryan County, or 
which originate outside of Bryan County but are stored, transported or disposed of with 
Bryan County, and by establishing the mechanism by which these standards are enforced.   

 

6-102 Definitions. For the purpose of this chapter the following terms, phrases, words and 
 their derivations shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section: 
 

1. Biomedical Wastes. pathological waste, biological waste cultures and stocks of infection 
agents and associated biologicals, contaminated animal carcasses (body parts, their bedding, 
and other wastes from such animals), sharps, chemotherapy waste, discarded medical 
equipment and parts, not including supplies and materials which have not been 
decontaminated, and other such waste materials. 

 
2. Business Trash.  every waste accumulation of paper, sweepings, dust, rags, bottles, cans or 
other matter of any kind, other than garbage, which is usually attendant to business 
operations. 

 
3. Codes Enforcement Officer.  the person or persons authorized by the Board of 
Commissioners to issue citations to violators of this Ordinance or any other County 
Ordinance. 

  
4. Containers (Dumpsters). any bulk device used for the collection of garbage, refuse, trash 
and litter, commonly referred to as a dumpster.  

 
5. Composting.  the controlled biological decomposition of organic matter into a stable, odor 
free humus. 

  
6. Construction/Demolition Wastes.  any material such as lumber, roofing material, brick, 
concrete block, plaster, gutters, sand, gravel or other substances used in repairs or alterations 
of existing buildings or construction of new buildings, or which results from demolition of 
existing buildings.  
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7. Construction/Demolition Waste Landfill.  any facility or disposal site where any treatment, 
utilization, processing, storage, or disposal of solid wastes, other than putrescible wastes, 
occurs and such wastes are disposed of on land by placing any earth cover thereon.  

 
8. Convenience Center.  An area designated by or owned by the county and used for the 

 collection of solid waste or recyclable materials from the residents of Bryan County. 
 

9. County.  the duly authorized governing body of Bryan County, Georgia, or the 
 geographical area of Bryan County, Georgia, outside the corporate limits of any 
incorporated municipality therein. 

 
10. Dumpster.  a bulk container used for the collection of garbage, refuse, trash and litter.  
The use of this term is generic, and does not refer to a bulk container manufactured by a 
specific manufacturer. 

 
11. Garbage.  the by-product of animal or vegetable foodstuffs resulting from the handling, 
preparation, cooking and consumption of food, or other matter which is subject to 
decomposition, decay, putrefaction or the generation of noxious or offensive gasses or odors, 
or which during or after decay, may serve as breeding or feeding material for flies, insects or 
animals. 

 
12. Garbage Bag.  a plastic ( or other similar non-porous material) bag or sack designed 
specifically to contain garbage or household trash in a secure air-tight manner.  Such bags 
shall also include suitable means of closure to insure that the material contained therein is not 
exposed to the outside air. 

 
13.   Hazardous Waste.  any substance listed as a hazardous constituent in regulations 
promulgated pursuant to the federal act by the administrator of the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency which are in force and effect on February 1, 1992, codified 
as Appendix VIII to 40 C.F.R. Part 261 - Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste and 
subsequent changes. 

 
14.  Household Trash.  every waste accumulation of paper, sweepings, dust, rags, bottles, 
cans or other matter of any kind, other than garbage, which is usually attendant to 
housekeeping. 

 
15.  Industrial Waste.  solid waste generated by manufacturing or industrial processes or 
operations that is not a hazardous waste regulated under Part 1 of Article 3 of the "Georgia 
Hazardous Waste Management Act."  Such waste includes, but is not limited to, waste 
resulting from the following manufacturing processes:  electrical power generation; fertilizer 
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and agricultural chemicals; food  and related products and by-products; inorganic chemicals; 
iron and steel products; leather and leather products; nonferrous metal and foundry products; 
organic chemicals; plastics and resins; pulp and paper; rubber and miscellaneous plastic 
products; stone, glass, clay, and concrete products; textiles; transportation equipment; and 
water treatment.  This term does not include mining waste or oil and gas waste. 

 
16.  Junked Vehicles.  Any wrecked or inoperable automobile, truck or other vehicle, or 
vehicle which does not bear a current license plate. 

 
17.  Landfill Municipal.  any facility or disposal site where any treatment, utilization, 
processing, storage, or disposal of solid wastes, including putrescible wastes or hazardous 
wastes, occurs and such wastes are disposed of on land by placing an earth cover thereon. 

 
18.  Litter.  all garbage, refuse, waste materials, sand, gravel, slag, brickbats, rubbish, tin 
cans, trash, debris, dead animals, or any other discarded, used or unconsumed substance 
which is not handled in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

 
19.  Monitor.  the person or persons authorized by the Board of Commissioners to inspect 
and patrol the areas where compactors or dumpsters are located in the County, and the roads 
and streets of the County. 

 
20.  Parking Lot.   (a) an area, whether paved or unpaved, designated, reserved or used for the 
reserved parking of motor vehicles, excluding street parking, which has more than 10 parking 
spaces or can accommodate more than 10 parked vehicles; (b) any commercial parking lot or 
garage; and (c)  the driveway, drive-through, parking spaces or other paved areas adjacent to 
convenience stores, gas stations, restaurants and other retail establishments. 

 
21.  Public or Private Property.  the right of way of any road, street or highway; and any body 
of water or watercourse or the shores of beaches thereof; any park, playground, building, 
refuge, or conservation or recreation area; and residential or farm properties, timberlands, or 
forests. 

 
22.  Putrescible Wastes.   wastes that are capable of being quickly decomposed by 
microorganisms.  Examples of putrescible wastes include but are not necessarily limited to 
kitchen wastes, animal manure, offal, hatchery and poultry processing plant wastes, dead 
animals, garbage, and wastes which are contaminated by such wastes. 
23.  Recycling.  any process by which materials which would otherwise become solid waste 
are collected, separated, or processed and reused or returned to use in the form of raw 
materials or products. 
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24.  Sharps.   any discarded article that may cause punctures or cuts.  Such waste includes, 
but is not limited to, items such as needles, IV tubing and syringes with needles attached, and 
scalpel blades. 

 
25.  Solid Waste.  any garbage or refuse; sludge from water waste treatment plant, water 
supply treatment plant, or air pollution control facility; and other discarded material 
including solid, semisolid , or contained gaseous material resulting from industrial, 
commercial, mining, and agricultural operations and community activities, but does not 
include recovered materials; solid or dissolved materials in domestic sewage; solid or 
dissolved materials in irrigation return flows or industrial discharges that are point sources 
subject to permit under 33 U.S.C. Section 1342; or source, special nuclear,  or by-product 
material as defined by the Federal Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (68 STAT. 923). 

 
26.  Road or Street.  shall be mutually inclusive, and shall likewise be deemed to include any 
alley, lane, court and other thoroughfare, however described or designated. 

 
27.  Rubbish.  includes waste paper, cartons, boxes, wood, tree branches, yard trimmings, 
furniture, appliances, metal cans, glass, packing material and similar material. 

 
28.  Scavenger or Scavenging.  any unauthorized or uncontrolled retrieval of discarded solid 
waste materials from landfills, containers, dumpsters or from convenience centers. 

 
29.  Yard Trimmings.  leaves, brush, grass clippings, shrub and tree prunings, discarded 
Christmas trees, nursery and greenhouse vegetative residuals, and vegetative material 
resulting from landscaping development and maintenance other than mining, agricultural, 
and silvicultural operations. 

 

6-103 Containers/Dumpsters. 
 

1. The Board of Commissioners shall designate areas in the County where 
containers/dumpsters intended to be for public use, shall be located and maintained.  These 
containers/dumpsters shall be located on public property, along the right of way of public 
roads on streets, on private property with the express written consent of the owner and tenant 
in legal possession of the property, and shall be located in such a manner that there is a 
minimum danger of the spread of noxious odors and the detrimental effect on the 
environment is minimal. 
2.  It shall be unlawful for any person or persons not a resident of Bryan County, Georgia to 
place or deposit any garbage, refuse, litter, household trash or other material of any kind in 
these containers/dumpsters.  The containers/dumpsters shall carry a placard or sign stating 
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that they are solely intended for the use of residents of Bryan County, and that it is unlawful 
to deposit anything other than garbage or household trash therein. 

 
3.  It shall be unlawful to place or deposit industrial waste or construction/demolition wastes 

in these containers/dumpsters unless they are specifically 
designated for such use by the Board of Commissioners  

 
4.  It shall be unlawful to place or deposit any hazardous solid wastes of any kind in the 
containers/dumpsters. 

 
5. It shall be unlawful for any person to dispose of or discard in the containers/dumpsters any 
hypodermic injection devices before first breaking, disassembling, destroying or otherwise 
rendering inoperable and incapable of reuse, any hypodermic syringe, needle, instrument or 
device and without safeguarding the disposal thereof by wrapping or securing same in a 
suitable manner so as to avoid the possibility of causing injury to the collection personnel. 

 
6.   Ashes may not be deposited in the container/dumpster. 

 
7. No highly combustible liquid shall be placed or deposited in the container/dumpster. 

 
8.  No material or substance governed or regulated as a noxious or toxic material by any 
governmental agency or which would pose a hazard to the health, safety and well-being of 
the collection personnel or residents of the County, or which could contaminate the ground or 
surface water of the County, or which would pose a danger to the wildlife of the County, 
shall be placed or deposited in the container/dumpster. 

 
9. It shall be unlawful to place or deposit any garbage or household trash in the 
container/dumpster without first placing and securing such in a garbage bag of suitable 
strength and thickness.  Objects which could puncture the garbage bag in the course of the 
ordinary and intended use thereof, shall be wrapped or protected so that the bag shall remain 
intact. 

 
10.  It shall be unlawful to place or deposit garbage or household trash on the ground 
adjacent to the container/dumpster or in any location other than the container/dumpster, 
unless otherwise directed and except that recyclable materials may be placed in designated 
containers where provided.  Any person using the container/dumpster shall clean up any 
spills caused by his use of the container/dumpster and shall not drop or discard any garbage 
or household trash in the area surrounding the containers/dumpsters. 
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11. Dead or live animals shall not be placed or deposited in or around the 
containers/dumpsters. 

 

6-104 Public Municipal, Construction/Demolition or Inert Waste Landfill. 
 

1.  The County, through the Board of Commissioners, may operate and maintain public 
landfills located on County property in compliance with all applicable State and Federal laws 
and regulations, and may adopt procedures, rules and regulations to govern the operation and 
use of these landfills. 

 
2.  Public sites approved for the disposal of solid wastes shall be identified by appropriate 
directional signs posted near the roadside and at the location of the Bryan County Landfills. 

 
3.  Such sites shall be maintained in use until permanently closed, at which time, additional 
authorized sites shall be opened and publicized by posting and through public 
advertisements. 

 
4.  The Board of Commissioners shall restrict certain sites or portions thereof to a specific 
type or types of solid waste.  The Board of Commissioners may adopt operational policies 
concerning the separation, storage and use of recyclable materials.  Citizens are encouraged 
to practice source separation of specific types of solid wastes for disposal at specific sites by 
different methods. 

 
5.  Commercial Collectors, including yard maintenance men, may use the public designated 
landfills upon the payment of applicable fees, if any, established by the Board of 
Commissioners. 

 
6.  Residents of the County and businesses located in Bryan County, other than commercial 
collectors, may use the public designated landfills upon payment of a fee to be set by the 
Board of Commissioners, in accordance with the regulations for the  particular site and under 
the instruction of the site attendant. 

 
7.  Municipalities located within Bryan County may use the public landfills  upon payment of 
applicable fees, if any, established by the Board of Commissioners. 

 
8.  No solid wastes generated outside the County will be accepted at any disposal site 
operated by the County unless approved by a specific, affirmative act of the County 
Commission through amendment of this ordinance or adoption of superseding regulation. 

 



 
 

 

Adopted:       December 19, 1996               Signed:                                                      
                                                                               Donna M. Waters, Clerk 

 

12 

9.  Authorized public disposal sites shall be operated on the days established from time to 
time by the Board of Commissioners.  During the hours designated by the Board of 
Commissioners, acceptable solid wastes generated in the County shall be received for 
disposal from any resident of the County. 

 
10.  No person shall enter a disposal site except when an attendant is present and during the 
hours and days prescribed.  All materials delivered and deposited for disposal in a disposal 
site shall immediately become the property of the County, unless the County refuses any such 
materials at the time presented for deposit in the disposal site, or the County, within a 
reasonable time, notifies the depositor of the unacceptableness of the materials and to 
retrieve the materials. 

 

6-105  Private Collection and Disposal. 
 

1.  Private Collectors.  It shall be unlawful for any person to collect solid wastes within the 
County except from his or her own residence, business or industrial plant, without first 
having obtained a proper permit from the Georgia Department of Natural Resources and the 
County, and without first having paid the appropriate occupation tax in the state of Georgia.  
This provision shall not prohibit the utilization of centralized recycling collection facilities 
by persons not in the business of recycling.  Commercial recyclers must pay the 
aforementioned tax in the state of Georgia. 

 
2.  Private Landfills.  It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a landfill, waste disposal 
area, or waste storage area intended to be used or used by others for the disposal or storage of 
waste without first having obtained a proper permit from the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources and the County.  

 
3.  No permit shall be issued by Bryan County until the applicant has shown, to the 
satisfaction of the Board of Commissioners, that all Federal, State, and County regulations 
and ordinances will be complied with in the operation and management of the landfill, waste 
disposal area, or waste storage area, and that there is no or only minimal detriment to the 
environment, including but not limited to, noxious odors, runoff, or contamination of surface 
and ground water, so that the maximum protection is afforded to the health, safety and well-
being of the citizens of Bryan County. 

 
4.  No permit shall be issued except by resolution of the Board of Commissioners after notice 
of the application has been published by the applicant in a newspaper of general circulation 
in Bryan County.  Such notice of the application shall run in the  newspaper once a week for 
two consecutive weeks before the meeting of the Board of Commissioners at which the 
application is to be considered.  The notice shall contain a description of the property 
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whereon the landfill, waste disposal area, or waste storage area is to be located, the names of 
the owner or owners of such property, the names of the operator or operators of the landfill, 
waste disposal area, or waste storage area, and a description of the types of waste to be 
handled at said facility.  

 
5.  It shall be the duty and responsibility of the owner of any private disposal site to keep the 
site in an orderly condition and maintained so as not to be a public nuisance or a menace to 
public health. 

 
6.  The Board of Commissioners hereby designates its Code Enforcement Officer as its 
designee who shall have the right to enter a private disposal site at any time during normal 
business hours for the purpose of inspecting the site to determine whether or not the site is in 
compliance with this Ordinance and all other pertinent laws and regulations of the County. 

 

6-106 Private Litter Control.  
 

1. Commercial Establishments 
 

A.  Every owner, occupant, tenant or lessee using or occupying any commercial, institutional 
or industrial building or property shall be obligated, jointly and severally, to provide solid 
wastes containers of that character, size, number and type as may be specified by the Board 
of Commissioners or its designee to be reasonably required to hold solid wastes generated by 
operations on the premises.  Specifically, and without limiting the generality of the 
foregoing, the requirement for those containers shall apply to shopping centers, 
supermarkets, convenience stores, fast food restaurants, service stations and similar 
establishments; and shall likewise apply to commercial establishments, garages, schools, 
colleges and churches. 

 
B.  All commercial and industrial establishments shall store their solid wastes in containers 
as specified in this Ordinance so as to eliminate wind-driven debris and unsightly litter in and 
about their establishments.  Approved methods of containerization shall include solid wastes 
receptacles, bulk containers and detachable containers.  Any spillage or overflow shall be 
immediately cleaned up by said establishment. 

 
 

2.  Parking Lots. 
 

A.  All parking lots and establishments with parking lots shall provide solid wastes 
receptacles.  The County or its designee shall have the authority to determine the number and 
types of receptacles necessary to provide proper containerization, based on guidelines 
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adopted and maintained, as amended from time to time, by the County or its designee.  Such 
receptacles shall be weighted or attached to the ground as necessary to prevent spillage.   It 
shall be the responsibility of the owner or his agent to collect the solid wastes and trash 
deposited in such containers and store this material in a location until collected by a private 
hauler or to otherwise dispose of the same. 

 
B.  It shall be the obligation of all persons using the parking areas to place any litter in 
receptacles or containers and it shall be unlawful for any person or persons to dump, scatter, 
or throw on any parking lot, any solid wastes, garbage or trash of any kind. 

 
C.  The owner and the tenant in possession of any parking lot or establishment with a parking 
lot shall collect and remove on a regular basis all loose solid wastes, garbage, litter or trash of 
any kind from the parking lot and open area of the premises and shall maintain surveillance 
to insure that all solid wastes is placed in the proper container and the area is kept in a clean, 
neat and sanitary condition at all times. 

 
3.  Loading and Unloading areas.  All loading and unloading areas shall be provided with 
solid wastes receptacles for loose debris, paper, packaging materials and other trash.  The 
owner or occupant of the commercial establishment shall be responsible for the placement of 
the number of containers in said area necessary to maintain a clean, neat and sanitary 
condition at all times.  The number of such containers to be placed in service for a particular 
establishment shall be determined by the County or its designee, based on guidelines adopted 
and maintained, as amended from time to time, by the County or its designee.  The occupant 
of the premises shall maintain surveillance to insure that all litter is placed in the proper 
container and the area is kept clean. 

 
4.  Construction Sites and Demolition Sites.  All construction and demolition contractors 
shall provide on-site solid wastes receptacles, bulk containers, or detachable containers for 
loose debris, paper, building material waste, scrap construction/demolition wastes, and other 
trash produced by those working at the construction site.  The site shall be kept in as litter-
free condition as reasonably practicable.  The number of solid wastes receptacles or bulk 
containers, or detachable containers, shall be determined by the size of the job, based on 
guidelines adopted and maintained, as amended from time to time, by the County or its 
designee.  Dirt, mud, construction materials or other debris upon any public or private 
property belonging to a person other than the owner of the construction site shall be removed 
by the contractor as generated.  Building material originating from private property 
preliminary to, during or subsequent to the construction of new buildings, alterations or 
additions to an existing building of whatever type or from demolition of existing structures 
shall be removed by the owner or the property or by the contractor.  All solid wastes from 
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construction and related activities shall be kept on site in such a manner as to eliminate wind-
driven debris and unsightly litter in and about the site.   

 
5.  Residences and Private Properties. 

 
A.  Every owner, occupant, tenant and lessee using or occupying a residence, apartment, 
duplex, or other dwelling, jointly and severally, are required to remove all litter, solid wastes, 
household trash, garbage and other solid wastes and dispose of the same by depositing in a 
public landfill or public container in accordance with this Ordinance or by placing in proper 
containers in a suitable place readily accessible to sanitation collection crews or contracting 
with a private hauler to collect the same on a regular basis, but at least once each week.  
Where collection is conducted by means of curbside pickup, the containers shall be placed at 
the curb for pickup no earlier than 24 hours prior to the scheduled pickup time and shall be 
removed from the curb no later than 24 hours after the scheduled pickup time. 

 
B.  All owners or occupants of property shall maintain their property in litter free condition 
as reasonably practicable. 

 
C.  No person shall sweep into or deposit in any street or sidewalk accumulation of litter 
from any building or property. 

 

 6-107  Practices and Procedures. 
 

1.  The following practices and procedures shall be employed by persons in Bryan County in 
order to facilitate the collection of Solid Waste: 

    
A.  Solid Waste.  All solid waste shall be placed and maintained in containers as specified 
herein.  All containers shall be maintained at all times with tight-fitting lids or covers. 

 
B.  Garbage.  All garbage placed in containers for collection shall be wrapped, bagged, or 
enclosed in paper or plastic materials. 

 
C.  Household Trash.  Household trash may be combined with other bagged garbage. 

 
 

D.  Injurious Trash Items.  All waste material of an injurious nature, such as broken glass, 
light bulbs, sharp pieces of metal, fluorescent tubes, and television tubes shall be securely 
packaged and wrapped for the purpose of preventing injury to the collection crews or other 
parties. 
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2.  It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to dump, deposit, throw, or  leave or cause 
or permit the dumping, depositing, placing, throwing, or leaving of solid wastes on any road 
or street or any public or private property in the county, unless: 

 
A.  The property is designated by the State or County or by any of their agencies for the 
disposal of litter and the person is authorized by the proper public authority to use such 
property; 

 
B.  The litter is placed into a litter receptacle, container, or dumpster installed on such 
property and designated for the disposal of litter. 

 
3.  Public Streets and Private Property.  No person shall place any accumulations of solid 
wastes and trash in any street, median strip, alley or other public place of travel, nor upon any 
private property except with the written consent of the owner thereof, and then only in 
accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

 
4.  Blockage of Drainage.  No person shall place any solid wastes, trash, solid wastes 
receptacles, or containers on, over or near any storm drain or drainage ditch, or so close 
thereto as to cause such material to interfere in any way with such drainage. 

 
5.  Unauthorized Storage.  Any accumulation of solid wastes or trash items on any lot, 
property, premises, public streets, alley or other public or private place not permitted by this 
Ordinance, is hereby declared to be a nuisance.  Failure of owner or occupant to remove and 
correct any such accumulation of solid wastes after appropriate notice from the Board of 
Commissioners or its designee shall raise the presumption that such person intended to 
violate this Ordinance. 

 
6.  Appliances.  It shall be unlawful for any person to leave in any place accessible to  
children any abandoned, unattended, or discarded appliance, refrigerator, or other   containers 
which have an airtight snaplock or  similar  device without first removing therefrom the lock 
or door as provided in Official Code of Georgia Annotated 16-11-100. 

 
7.  Use of Streets.  It shall be unlawful for any vehicle transporting loose materials on any 
road or street to transport same without covers suitable to  prevent the materials within such 
vehicle from shaking, blowing or falling from the  vehicle.  Suitable covering may vary from 
vehicle to vehicle, but the primary purpose of the cover shall be to prevent materials from 
escaping the storage area of the vehicle.  This section shall not apply to the transportation  of 
poultry, livestock, silage or other feed grain used in the feeding of poultry or livestock. The 
operator of any vehicle from which any material or solid wastes is thrown, dropped, spilled 
or blow shall stop and retrieve such material and solid wastes. 
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8.  Junk.  It shall be unlawful for any person to place or leave outside any building or 
dwelling, any dilapidated furniture, appliances, machinery, equipment, building material, 
junked motor vehicle, or other item which in a partially rusted, wrecked, junked, dismantled, 
or inoperative condition, and which is not completely enclosed within a building or dwelling. 
 Any such item or items which remain on the property of the occupant for a period of thirty 
(30) days after notice of violation of this Ordinance, shall be presumed to be abandoned and 
subject to being removed from the property by the County without further notice.  The 
County may charge the owner or occupant a fee for the cost of removing said items or items. 
 This Section on junk shall not apply to licensed junk dealers or currently licensed 
establishments engaged in the repair, rebuilding, reconditioning, or salvaging of equipment 
or furniture, unless stated in County Ordinances. 

 
9.  Scavenging.  No person shall disturb or interfere with any container used for the purpose 
of storing solid wastes pending its collection, or remove any contents therefrom or remove 
such container from its location. 

 
10.  Scattering of Solid Wastes and Littering.  It shall be unlawful for any person to: 

 
A.  Throw or deposit any solid wastes on any public or private street or to scatter such solid 
wastes or litter on public or private property; 

 
B.  throw or deposit any solid wastes, trash, or debris in any marsh area, stream, drainage 
ditch, body of water or beach area. 

 

6-108  Contagious Disease Solid Wastes.  The removal of clothing, bedding or other solid wastes 
from any place where highly infectious diseases have prevailed shall be decontaminated prior 
to removal under the supervision and direction of the Bryan County Health Department.  
Such solid wastes shall not be placed in receptacles or bulk containers for collection until 
decontaminated. 

 

6-109 Hypodermic Instruments.  No person shall dispose of or discard any hypodermic syringe, 
hypodermic needle or any instrument or device for making hypodermic injections before first 
breaking, disassembling, destroying or otherwise rendering inoperable and  incapable 
of use.  Such items should be further safeguarded by wrapping or securing same in a suitable 
manner so as to avoid the possibility of causing injury or infection to the collection personnel 
or other parties.  

 

6-110  Hazardous Waste, Industrial Waste and Building Material.  No hazardous waste, 
 industrial waste or building material shall be placed in any receptacle at any time.  The 
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 County shall not be required to collect any hazardous waste, or building materials.  
 These hazardous wastes shall be secured against the possibility of causing injury to any 
 person and shall not be placed on public property or private property without the  written 
 consent of the State Environmental Protection Division and the owner thereof. 
 

6-111 Yard Trimmings.  Yard trimmings shall be composted on the owner's premises in conformity 
with this ordinance and any applicable state law or removed by the owner of the property and 
disposed of in a manner approved by this ordinance.  This part shall not require the removal 
of wood cut and /or stored for later use as firewood. 

 

6-112  Trees, Shrubbery Branches, Etc.  Trees and shrubbery branches, limbs and trimmings cut 
by landscape or tree service contractors or other commercial workmen or resulting from land 
being cleared shall be composted on the owner's premises in conformity with this ordinance 
and any applicable state law or collected and removed by those who have performed the 
work or shall be removed by the person for whom the work was performed. 

 

6-113  Leaves.  Leaves may be composted on the owner's premises in conformity with this 
 ordinance and any applicable state law or removed by the owner of the property and 
 disposed of in a manner approved by this ordinance.  (Revised-4/6/04) 

 

6-114 Receptacles and Containers. 

 

1.  Every person in possession, charge or control of any building or from which business 
trash, industrial waste or other waste is accumulated or produced shall provide and keep in a 
suitable place readily accessible to licensed private collectors receptacles and containers 
suitable for the storage of all such waste materials which will normally accumulate between 
the established collection dates.  This provision shall not be construed to require such 
persons to use the services of a licensed private collector for solid wastes removal so long as 
each person assures the removal and disposal of such solid wastes in a manner permitted by 
this Ordinance at least as frequently as private collector's normal schedule for the area, but in 
any event at least once each week.  

  
2.  All receptacles and containers as required by this Ordinance shall be constructed of an 
opaque, non-porous material such as metals, hard plastics or similar materials, of safe 
construction and design and shall be maintained in good, orderly and serviceable condition at 
all times.  Any receptacle or container which does not conform to the requirements of this 
Ordinance, or which has ragged or sharp edges or any other defects likely to hamper of injure 
the person collecting the contents therefrom or the public generally, shall be promptly 
replaced by the user thereof. 
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6-115  Household Furniture and Furnishings.  Property owners, themselves or using public  or 
private haulers, shall remove normal household furniture and appliances, including  sofas, 
chairs, beds, refrigerators, washers, dryers, hot water heaters, and similar items.   These items shall 
be disposed of in conformity with this ordinance and any applicable  state law. 
 

6-116 Cardboard Boxes and Cartons.   Prior to depositing cardboard boxes and cartons for 
collection in authorized containers or receptacles or in commercial containers, the person 
disposing of any such boxes or cartons or the person in charge of the premises shall collapse 
all cardboard boxes and cartons. 

 

6-117  Covered Trucks.    All persons who desire to haul solid wastes over roads which are  a 
part of county or state road systems shall use a vehicle provided with a cover and  operated it so as to 
prevent solid wastes from being dropped, blown, or spilled therefrom.   Any vehicle operated by a 
commercial hauler and any vehicle of one-half (½) ton or greater  capacity shall be equipped with a 
cover, securely fastened,  to prevent solid wastes from  being dropped, blown or spilled 
therefrom. 

 

6-118 Maintenance.  It shall be the duty and responsibility of the owner of any private property and 
 the tenant in possession of any private property, jointly and severally, to keep the property 
 in an orderly condition and maintained so as not bo be a public nuisance or a menace to 
 public health. 
 

6-119  Burning.   No garbage, solid wastes, litter or other trash shall be burned as a private 
 means of disposal except leaves, trimmings and the like.  These items may be burned  if a 
burn permit is first obtained  from the State Forestry Commission.  This provision  shall not 
be construed to prohibit commercial incinerators where appropriate and  necessary  approval 
from county, state and federal authorities are required. 

 

6-120 Handbills and Advertising Matter.   In addition to the activities declared to be in  violation 
of this Ordinance, the following activities are hereby declared to be unlawful  and shall 
constitute a violation of this Ordinance. 
 

1.  It shall be unlawful to place in or on any automobile in the county any handbill, circular, 
pamphlet, poster, or other literature unless the same is secured so as to prevent wind-driven 
debris and unsightly litter. 

 
2.  It shall be unlawful for any person to place on any private property any handbill, circular, 
pamphlet, poster, postcard, newspaper or other literature or advertising device, unless the 
following conditions are met: 
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A.  All such publications and materials shall be placed in a box provided for that purpose or 
placed in a secure area of a building such as a door jamb or screen door, unless the distributor 
or such materials agrees to "sweep" the distribution area and retrieve all remaining items 
within 4 days of distribution.  This procedure shall be referred to as "sweeping". 

 
(I)  If "sweeping" is to be performed by a distributor of materials, advanced notice of 
the intention to utilize such procedure must be given to the County. 

 
(ii)  Failure to provide proper notice of "sweeping" procedures by a distributor shall 
constitute a violation of this section. 

 
(iii)  Failure to timely and adequately perform an approved "sweeping" procedure 
shall constitute a violation of this section. 

 
B.  No such publication shall be thrown, dropped or otherwise placed upon public right of 
way; 

 
C.  No publication shall be thrown, dropped or otherwise placed upon any private property 
which is vacant or unoccupied; and 

 
D.  No such publication shall be thrown, dropped or otherwise placed upon any private 
property if the owner of said property has notified the publisher in writing that he does not 
wish to receive the publication.  Absent a written expression of intent to the contrary, all 
property owners shall be presumed to consent to delivery by such means. 

 

6-121  Dead Animals. 
 

1.  Any person who owns or is caring for an animal which has died or has  been killed shall 
dispose of said dead animal in the manner provided for under Georgia Law.  

 
2.  The term "dead animals" means the carcasses, parts of carcasses, effluence, or blood of 
farm livestock, including poultry and equines, except where dead animals are found within 
the rights of way of all highways within the state maintained either totally or in  part with 
state funds, in which case "dead animals" means the carcasses or parts of carcasses of all 
animals, regardless of whether they are considered to be farm livestock, poultry, equines, 
domesticated animals, pets, or any other type of animal and includes all such animals 
regardless of the cause of death of such animals. 

 
3.  Acceptable methods for disposal of dead animals are burning, burial, or rendering.  It is 
the duty of the Georgia Department of Transportation to remove and dispose of dead animals 
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found within the rights of way of state highways.  It shall be the Road Department’s 
responsibility to remove and dispose of dead animals found within the rights of way of 
county roads.  Where dead animals are found outside of the rights of way of state highways, 
no person shall dispose of a dead animal by burial or burning on the land of another without 
the permission of the owner of the land.  Arrangements for proper burial or burning must be 
made with an appropriate county official prior to disposal of a dead animal in a County 
Municipal Landfill. 

 

6-122 Composting.  Composting is an acceptable means of handling yard trash, tree and  shrubbery 
trimmings, leaves, grass clippings or other organic wastes produced  by  landscaping and 
lawn maintenance activities.  Composting shall be performed in a manner to minimize 
offensive odors and prevent escape of wind blown litter from the compost site.  Composting 
activities shall be conducted so as not to constitute a nuisance to neighboring property 
owners. 

 

6-123  Lead Acid Vehicle Batteries.  No person shall place or dispose of a lead acid vehicle battery 
in any container, dumpster, or landfill located in Bryan County, Georgia, or otherwise discard 
or dispose of a lead acid vehicle battery except by delivery to a battery retailer or wholesaler, 
to a secondary lead smelter, or to a collection or recovered  materials processing facility that 
accepts lead acid vehicle batteries. 
 

6-124  Motor Oil.  No person shall place or dispose of motor oil in any container, dumpster, or 
landfill located in Bryan County, Georgia, or otherwise discard or dispose of motor oil except 
by delivery to a county recycling collection facility or a disposal facility authorized and 
specifically designed to accept motor oil. 
  

6-125  Recyclable Material.  The collection, transportation, handling, storage and conversion of 
recyclable materials shall be permitted so long as such activities conform to the 
 requirements of Federal, State and County laws or rules. 
 

6-126 Biomedical Wastes.  All biomedical wastes shall be handled and disposed of in accordance 
 with the Rules of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection 
 Division and the Georgia Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Act of 1990, as now or 
 hereafter amended. 

 

6-127  Community Health and Welfare.    
 

1.  Declared Nuisances.  Within the county, it shall be unlawful for any person to create a 
nuisance on his property or property occupied by him, or to allow a nuisance to remain on his 
property or property occupied by him.  Dead animals, stagnant water, decayed vegetables or 
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fruits, filthy privies or unkept stables or anything having an offensive odor, or anything that 
causes injury or damage to the health or life of any other person, are declared nuisances. 

 
2.  Trash and Weeds. 

 
A.  Within the county, it shall be unlawful for any person to maintain his premises, including 
vacant lost or land, in such a way as to allow trash, garbage or miscellaneous solid wastes to 
accumulate if the condition of the property causes a nuisance, or causes injury to the health or 
welfare of residents in the vicinity, or causes injury to neighboring property.  Drive-in 
restaurants and other food establishments that permit carry-out food service shall maintain at 
all times on their premises sufficient receptacles for the disposal of trash, garbage and 
miscellaneous solid wastes. 

 
B.  Within the county, it shall be unlawful for any person to maintain, cause or permit uncut 
grass or weeds on any property on which is located a residential dwelling or commercial 
establishment or vacant property intended for such use under such circumstances that the 
grass or weeds become a breeding place for insects, rodents or reptiles, or constitute a fire 
hazard. 

 

6-128  Enforcement.   
 

1.  Enforcing Officer. 
 

A.  The Board of Commissioners shall name,  an employee(s) of the County to oversee all 
matters concerning the enforcement of this Ordinance; such person to be known as the Code 
Enforcement Officer(s). 

 
B.  The Board of Commissioners shall name a person(s) to be Monitors.  Such Monitors shall 
patrol, inspect and monitor dumpster and container sites to insure compliance with this 
Ordinance.  The Monitor(s) shall report their findings to the Code Enforcement Officer 
described in the preceding section of this Ordinance. 

 
C.  The Code Enforcement Officer, the Sheriff and any deputy of the Bryan County 

 Sheriff's Office, shall be authorized to issue citations to violators of any provision of  this 
Ordinance or to the owner or any other person who may be in possession of any  property upon 
which any condition exists which constitutes a violation of any provision of  this Ordinance.  
Such citation shall be on a form approved for such use by the Board of  Commissioners and shall 
state the time and place at which the accused is to appear for trial,  shall identify the offense with 
which the accused is charged, shall have an identifying  number by which it shall be filed with 
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the Court, shall indicate the identity of the accused  and the date of service, and shall be signed by 
the representative of the County who  completes and serves it. 
 

2.  Rebuttable Presumptions. 
 

A.  Whenever solid waste is thrown, deposited, dropped, or dumped from any motor vehicle, 
boat, airplane, or other conveyance in violation of this Ordinance, it shall be prima-facie 
evidence that the operator of the conveyance has violated this Ordinance.  In the case of a 
commercial or private hauler if the operator is unknown, then it shall be prima-facie evidence 
that the company or owner of the service has violated this Ordinance. 

 
B.  Whenever any solid wastes which is dumped, deposited, thrown, or left on public or 
private property in violation of this Ordinance is discovered to contain any article or articles, 
including but not limited to letters, bills, publications, or other writings which display the 
name of a person thereon in such a manner as to indicate that the article belongs or belonged 
to such person, it shall be a rebuttable presumption that such person has violated this 
Ordinance.  If such person can show that he lawfully gave possession, custody and control of 
such solid wastes to another person, then he shall make a sworn statement to such effect, 
supported by any documentary evidence available, at which point the presumption shall shift 
to such other person(s). 

 
C.  Whenever this Ordinance is violated by an employee or agent, then the employer or 
principal shall be rebuttably presumed to have violated this Ordinance unless and until he 
shall provide a sworn statement providing the name, address and telephone number of the 
employee or agent who violated this Ordinance, the basis of the employer's or principal's 
knowledge of which individual violated this ordinance, and a statement to the effect that the 
employee or agent acted outside the scope of his employment or agency. 

 
D.  If a person accused of violating this Ordinance on the basis of the rebuttable 
presumptions created in Paragraphs A, B and C herein, shall demonstrate by sworn testimony 
that another person had control of such litter, then the presumption shall shift to such other 
person. 

 
E.  No person accused of violating this Ordinance shall be arrested prior to  trial, but any 
defendant who fails to appear for trial shall thereafter be arrested on the warrant of the 
Magistrate, and required to post a bond for his future appearance. 

 

6-129  Penalties.    
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1.   Any person violating this Ordinance or any provision hereof, upon conviction, shall be 
punished by one or more of the following: 

 
A.  By a fine of not less than $50.00 and not more than $1000.00; 

 
B.  By imprisonment for a period of not more than sixty (60) days; 

 
C.  In the sound discretion of the Judge of the Magistrate Court in which a conviction is 
obtained, the person  may be directed to pick up and remove from any public street or 
highway or public right of way for a distance not to exceed one mile any litter he has 
deposited and any and all litter deposited thereon by anyone else prior to the date of 
execution of sentence; 

 
D.  In the sound discretion of the Judge of the Magistrate Court in which conviction is 
obtained, the person may be directed to pick up and remove from any public park, private 
right of way, or with the prior permission of the legal owner or tenant in lawful possession of 
any private property upon which it can be established by competent evidence that he had 
deposited litter, any and all litter deposited thereon by anyone prior to the date of execution 
of sentence; and 

 
F.  The Magistrate Court may publish the names of persons convicted of violating this 
Ordinance. 

 

6-130  Court Proceedings.   
 
1.  Violations of this Ordinance shall be tried upon citations and may be tried with or without 
a prosecuting attorney as well as upon accusations.   

 
2.  Violations of this Ordinance shall be tried in the Magistrate Court of Bryan County,  
Georgia.   

 
3.  Nothing in this Article shall prevent the Board of Commissioners from bringing any  civil 
action for injunction, mandamus or other proceedings to prevent, correct, or abate any 
violation of this Ordinance.  No sanction, penalty or remedy prescribed herein shall be 
considered exclusive of any other remedy, but shall be available in addition to any other 
sanction, penalty or remedy by law. 

 
4.  Each violation of this Ordinance shall constitute a separate offense.  A continuing 
violation shall constitute a separate offense for each day during which such violation 
continues. 
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ARTICLE II: FOR HIRE GARBAGE COLLECTORS 

 

6-201 Title.  The title of this Ordinance shall be "The Bryan County For Hire Garbage Collectors 
 Ordinance." 
 

6-202 Definitions.  "for hire garbage collectors" means and includes all persons, firms,  
 partnerships, limited or otherwise, corporations and other business entities engaged in 
the collection and/or pickup of trash, rubbish, garbage and any other waste materials from 
any home, residence, apartment, mobile home park, condominium, plant, factory, warehouse, 
or any other dwelling or group of dwellings or place of business in the unincorporated areas 
of Bryan County, Georgia in exchange for a fee or any other monetary consideration. 
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6-203 Jurisdiction.  This Ordinance shall be effective and applicable in Bryan County, Georgia, 
 outside the corporate limits of any municipality therein. 
 

6-204 Rules and regulations.  Original jurisdiction for all violations of this Ordinance shall  be 
in the Magistrate's Court of Bryan County, Georgia. The following rules and regulations  are hereby 
established and shall govern the conduct and operation of each and every for hire  garbage collector 
operating in Bryan-County, Georgia outside the corporate limits of any  municipality: 
 

1. All such businesses operating hereunder must fully comply with all sanitary requirements 
promulgated by the Bryan County Health Department. 

 
2. All trash, rubbish, garbage and any other waste materials collected by for hire garbage 
collectors must be dumped, unloaded or otherwise discharged in Bryan County's permitted 
landfills, or other permitted regional facilities.  It shall be illegal for hired garbage collectors 
to deposit waste collected in the county maintained dumpster sites. 

 
3. All trash, rubbish, garbage and any other waste materials collected by for hire garbage 
collectors must not be dumped, unloaded or otherwise discharged in Bryan County, Georgia 
except during the times set by a time schedule for such dumping by the governing authority 
of Bryan County, Georgia. 

 
4.  All for hire garbage collectors must follow all  rules promulgated by the Environmental 

 Protection Division (EPD) to obtain and maintain a permit for hauling waste materials within 
 the boundaries of Bryan County. 
 
 
 

6-205 Prosecution and penalty for violations. 
 

1. Any person convicted of violating any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be subject 
 to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and imprisonment in the Bryan 
 County Jail not exceeding thirty (30) days, either or both or any portion of either or both;  and 
provided further, that upon the conviction of any “for hire garbage collector” of a  violation of this 
Ordinance, the commissioners shall be authorized to order that such “for  hire garbage collector” 
cease and desist operations, if such action is in the best interest of the  health, safety and welfare 
of the residents of the county. 
 

2.  For the purpose of prosecution of violators of the Ordinance, each and every violation of 
every separate section hereof shall be considered a separate offense. 
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6-206 Possession and reading of ordinance  It shall be the duty of the management of all for 
 hire garbage collectors to maintain a copy of this Ordinance and to instruct all employees  on 
the terms thereof.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARTICLE III: NUISANCES 

 

6-301 Definition.  Any act of any person or group within the county whereby the health or  life 
of any person may be endangered, injured, or impaired, or any disease may, directly or  indirectly, 
be caused by the act, or because of the act any property may be endangered,  injured or 
damaged, is hereby declared to be a nuisance and unlawful. 
 

6-302 Acts of nuisance.  Acts of nuisance shall include but are not expressly restricted to: 
 

1. The owner, occupant or the agent of any owner or occupant of lots, parcels or areas within 
the county permitting the premises to become unsanitary, or a fire menace by allowing any 
offensive of unsafe matter to grow, accumulate or otherwise occupy and remain upon such 
premises. 



 
 

 

Adopted:       December 19, 1996               Signed:                                                      
                                                                               Donna M. Waters, Clerk 

 

28 

 
2. The owner, occupant or the agent of any owner or occupant of lots, parcels or areas within 
the county permitting pools of water to accumulate and remain upon the premises and 
become stagnant and foul. 

 
3. Except as otherwise permitted by law, the owner, occupant or the agent of any owner or 
occupant of lots, parcels or areas within the county allowing junk, disabled cars, trucks, trash, 
waste or old lumber to accumulate and remain upon the premises as a possible harborage for 
rats, snakes and other vermin. 

 

6-303 Definition of nuisance on private property.  For the purposes of this ordinance, the term 
"nuisance" is also defined to mean any condition or use of premises or of building exteriors 
which is detrimental to the property of others or which causes or tends to  cause substantial 
diminution in the value of other property in the neighborhood in which such premises are 
located. This includes, but is not limited to, the keeping or the depositing on, or the scattering 
over the premises of any of the following:  
 
1. Lumber, junk, trash, or debris. 

 
2. Abandoned, discarded or unused objects or equipment such as wrecked, partially 
dismantled, junked, discarded or otherwise non-operating vehicles, furniture, stoves, 
refrigerators, freezers, cans, containers, machinery, implements, equipment and personal 
property of any kind which is no longer safely usable for the purpose for which it was 
manufactured. 

 
 

3. Any compost pile which is of such a nature as to spread or harbor disease, emit unpleasant 
odors or harmful gas, or attract rodents, vermin or other disease-carrying pests, animals or 
insects, provided that the presence of earthworms in a compost pile shall not constitute a 
nuisance. 

 
4. Keeping unsanitary matter on premises. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, or 
permit another to keep, upon any premises deleterious or septic material, unless such material 
is retained in containers or vessels which deny access to humans, flies, insects, rodents and 
animals. 

 

6-304 Duty of maintenance of private property.  No person owning, leasing occupying or 
 having charge of any premises shall maintain or keep any nuisance thereon, nor shall  any 
such person keep or maintain such premises in a manner causing substantial diminution  in the 
value of the other property in the neighborhood in which such premises are located. 
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6-305  Exterior storage of Personality prohibited.  No person in charge of or in control of 
 premises, shall allow any of the items described in Paragraph 6-304  to remain on such 
 property longer than ten (10) days; and no person shall leave any such item on any 
 property within the county for a longer time than ten (10) days; and the violation  thereof 
 shall be a nuisance; except that this section shall not apply with regard to any such item in 
 an enclosed building or so located upon the premises as not to be readily visible from any 
 public place or from any surrounding private property. This ordinance shall further not apply 
 with regard to any such item on the premises of a business enterprise operated in a lawful 
 place,  and operated in a lawful manner, when the keeping or maintenance of such item is 
 necessary to the operation of such business enterprise; or with regard to a item in an 
 appropriate storage place or depository maintained in a lawful place and manner by the 
 county or any other public agency or entity. 
 

6-306  Enforcement of ordinance.  Enforcement of this ordinance may be accomplished by  the 
county in any manner authorized by law, and in addition, any person who by  reason of 
 another's violation of any provision of this ordinance, suffers special damage to himself 
 different that suffered by other property owners throughout the area generally, may bring  an 
action to enjoin or otherwise abate an existing violation. 
 

6-307 Abatement of nuisance by owners. The owner, owners, tenants, lessees and/or occupants 
 of any lot upon which such storage as described in Paragraph 6-306 is made, and also the 
 owner, owners, and/or lessees of said personalty involved in such storage (all of whom are 
 hereinafter referred to collectively as "owners"), shall jointly and severally abate said 
 nuisance by the prompt removal of said personalty into completely enclosed buildings 
 authorized to be used for such storage purposes. 

6-308 Abatement by county.  Whenever said owners fail to abate said nuisance then the county 
shall remove the said personalty to a location of its selection.  The cost of removal to be 
recoverable in a suit at law. 

 

6-309 Penalty.  Any person, firm or corporation violating any provision of this Article shall  be 
fined not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00)  for each 
offense and a separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day during or  on which a 
violation occurs or continues. 
 

6-310  State law reference.  Failure to abate nuisance after order to do so is a state crime, 
 O.C.G.A.  41-1-6. 
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 ARTICLE IV: SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL 

 (REVISED 3/2/04) 
 

6-401 Title 
 

This ordinance will be known as “Bryan County Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control 
Ordinance”. 

 

6-402 Definitions 

 
1. Best Management Practices (BMP’s): A collection of 

structural practices and vegetative measures which, when 
properly designed, installed and maintained, will provide 
effective erosion and sedimentation control.  The term 
“properly designed” in accordance with the hydraulic 
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design specifications contained in the “Manual for 
Erosion and Sedimentation Control in Georgia” specified 
in O.C.G.A. 12-7-6 subsection (b). 

 
2. Board: The board of Natural Resources 

 
3. Buffer: The area of land immediately adjacent to the 

banks of state waters in its natural state of vegetation, 
which facilitates the protection of water quality and 
aquatic habitat. 

 
4. Commission: The State Soil & Water Conservation 

Commission. 
 

5. Cut: A portion of land surface or area from which earth 
has been removed or will be removed by excavation; the 
depth below original ground surface to excavated surface. 
 Also known as excavation. 

 
6. Department: The Department of Natural Resources 

 
7. Director: The Director of the Environmental Protection 

Division of the Department of Natural Resources. 
 

8. District: The Coastal Soil and Water Conservation 
District. 

 
9. Division: The Environmental Protection Division of the 

Department of Natural Resources. 
 

10. Drainage Structure: A device composed of a virtually 
nonerodible material such as concrete, steel, plastic or 
other such material that conveys water from one place to 
another by intercepting the flow and carrying it to a 
release point for storm-water management, drainage 
control, or flood control purposes. 

 
11. Erosion: The process by which land surface is worn away 

by the action of wind, water, ice or gravity. 
 

12. Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan: A plan for the 
control of soil erosion and sedimentation resulting from 
a land disturbing activity.  Also known as the “plan”. 

 
13. Fill: A portion of land surface to which soil or other 

solid material has been added; the depth above the 
original ground. 
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14. Finished Grade: The final elevation and contour of the 

ground after cutting or filling and conforming to the 
proposed design. 

 
15. Grading: Altering the shape of the ground surfaces to a 

predetermined condition; this includes stripping, 
cutting, filling, stockpiling and shaping or any 
combination thereof and shall include the land in its cut 
or filled condition. 

 
16. Ground Elevation: The original elevation of the ground 

surface prior to cutting or filling. 
 

17. Land-Disturbing Activity: Any activity which may result 
in soil erosion from water or wind and the movement of 
sediments into state waters or unto lands within the 
state, including, but not limited to; clearing, dredging, 
grading, excavating, transporting, and filling of land 
but not including agricultural practices as described in 
Section 6-403, Paragraph 5. 

 
18. Larger Common Plan of Development or Sale: A contiguous 

area where multiple separate and distinct construction 
activities are occurring under one plan of development or 
sale.  For the purposes of this paragraph, “plan” means 
an announcement; piece of documentation such as a sign, 
public notice or hearing, sales pitch, advertisement, 
drawing, permit application, zoning request or computer 
design; or physical demarcation such as boundary signs, 
lot stakes, or surveyor markings, indicating that 
construction activities may occur on a specific plot. 

 
19. Local Issuing Authority: The governing authority of any 

county or municipality, which is certified pursuant to 
subsection (a) O.C.G.A. 12-7-8. 

 
20. Metropolitan River Protection Act (MRPA): A state law 

referenced as O.C.G.A. 12-5-440 et. seq., which addresses 
environmental and developmental matters in certain 
metropolitan river corridors and their drainage basins. 

 
21. Natural Ground Surface: The ground surface in its 

original state before any grading, excavating or filling. 
 

22. Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTU): Numerical units of 
measure based upon photometric analytical techniques for 
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measuring the light scattered by finely divided particles 
of a substance in suspension.  This technique is used to 
estimate the extent of turbidity in water in which 
colloidally dispersed particles are present. 

 
23. Operator: The party or parties that have: (A) operational 

control of construction project plans and specifications, 
including the ability to make modifications to those  
plans and specifications; or (B) day-to-day operational 
control of those activities that are necessary to ensure 
compliance with a storm-water pollution prevention plan 
or to comply with other permit conditions. 

 
24. Permit: The authorization necessary to conduct a land 

disturbing activity under the provisions of this 
ordinance. 

 
25. Person: Any individual, partnership, firm, association, 

joint venture, public or private corporation, trust, 
estate, commission, board, public or private institution, 
utility, cooperative, state agency, municipality or other 
political subdivision of this State, any interstate body 
or any other legal entity. 

 
26. Project: The entire proposed development project 

regardless of the size of the area of land to be 
disturbed. 

 
27. Qualified Personnel: Any person who meets or exceeds the 

education and training requirements of O.C.G.A. 12-7-19. 
 

28. Roadway Drainage Structure: A device such as a bridge, 
culvert, or ditch, composed of a virtually nonerodible 
material such as concrete, steel, plastic, or other such 
material that conveys water under a roadway by 
intercepting the flow on one side of a traveled way 
consisting of one or more defined lanes, with or without 
shoulder areas, and carrying water to a release point on 
the other side. 

 
29. Sediment: Solid material, both organic and inorganic, 

that is in suspension, is being transported, or has been 
moved from it’s sit of origin by air, water, ice, or 
gravity as a product of erosion. 
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30. Sedimentation: The process by which eroded material is 
transported and deposited by the action of water, wind, 
ice or gravity. 

 
31. Soil and Water Conservation District Approved Plan: An 

erosion and sedimentation control plan approved in 
writing by the Coastal Soil and Water Conservation 
District. 

 
32. Stabilization: The process of establishing an enduring 

soil cover of vegetation by the installation of temporary 
or permanent structures for the purpose of reducing to a 
minimum the erosion process and the resultant transport 
of sediment by wind, water, ice or gravity. 

 
33. State General Permit: The National Pollution Discharge 

Elimination System general permit or permits for storm-
water runoff from construction activities as is now in 
effect or as may be amended or reissued in the future 
pursuant to the state’s authority to implement the same 
through federal delegation under the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act, as amended, 33 U.S.C. Sectoin 
1251, et. seq., and subsection (f) of Code Section 12-5-
30. 

 
34. State Waters: Any and all rivers, streams, creeks, 

branches, lakes, reservoirs, ponds, drainage systems, 
springs, wells, and other bodies of surface or subsurface 
water, natural or artificial, lying within or forming a 
part of the boundaries of the State which are not 
entirely confined and retained completely upon the 
property of a single individual, partnership, or 
corporation. 

 
35. Structural Erosion and Sedimentation Control Practices: 

Practices for the stabilization of erodible or sediment-
producing areas by utilizing the mechanical properties of 
matter for the purpose of either changing the surface of 
the land or storing, regulating or disposing of runoff to 
prevent excessive sediment loss.  Examples of structural 
erosion and sediment control practices are riprap, 
sediment basins, dikes, level spreaders, waterways or 
outlets, diversions, grade stabilization structures, 
sediment traps and land grading, etc.  Such practices can 
be found in the publication Manual for Erosion and 
Sediment Control in Georgia. 
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36. Trout Streams: All streams or portions of streams within 
the watershed as designated by the Game and Fish Division 
of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources under the 
provisions of the Georgia Water Quality Control Act, 
O.C.G.A. 12-5-20 et. seq.  Streams designated as primary 
trout waters are defined as water supporting a self-
sustaining population of a rainbow, brown or brook trout. 
 Streams designated as secondary trout waters are those 
in which there is no evidence of natural trout 
reproduction, but are capable of supporting trout 
throughout the year.  First order trout waters are 
streams into which no other streams flow except springs. 

 
37. Vegetative Erosion and Sedimentation Control Measures: 

Measures for the Stabilization of erodible or sediment-
producing areas by covering the soil with: 

 
A. Permanent seeding, sprigging or planting, 

producing long term vegetative coverage; or 
 

B. Temporary seeding, producing short term 
vegetative cover; or 

 
C. Sodding, covering areas with a turf of 

perennial sod-forming grass. 
 

Such measures can be found in the publication Manual for 
Erosion and Sediment Control in Georgia. 

 
38. Watercourse: Any natural or artificial watercourse, 

stream, river, creek, channel, ditch, canal, conduit, 
culvert, drain, waterway, gully, ravine, or wash in which 
water flows either continuously or intermittently and 
which has a definite channel, bed and banks, and 
including any area adjacent thereto subject to inundation 
by reason of overflow or floodwater. 

 
39. Wetlands: Those areas that are inundated or saturated by 

surface or ground water at a frequency and duration 
sufficient to support, and that under normal 
circumstances do support a prevalence of vegetation 
typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. 
 Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, and 
similar areas. 

 
6-403 Exemptions 
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This ordinance shall apply to any land-disturbing activity 
undertaken by any person on any land except for the following: 

 
1. Surface mining, as the same is defined in O.C.G.A. 12-4-

72, “Mineral resources and Caves Act”; 
 

2. Granite quarrying and land clearing for such quarrying; 
 
3. Such minor land-disturbing activities as home gardens and 

individual home landscaping, repairs, maintenance work, 
fences, and other related activities which result in 
minor soil erosion; 

 
4. The construction of single family homes, when such 

construction disturbs less than one acre and is not part 
of a larger common plan of development or sale with a 
planned disturbance of equal to or greater than one acre 
and not otherwise exempted under this paragraph; 
provided, however, that construction of any such 
residence shall conform to the minimum requirements as 
set forth in section 6-404 of this ordinance and this 
paragraph.  For single-family residence construction 
covered by the provisions of this paragraph, there shall 
be a buffer zone between the residence and any state 
waters classified as trout streams pursuant to Article 2 
of Chapter 5 of the Georgia Water Quality Control Act.  
In any such buffer zone, no land disturbing activity 
shall be constructed between the residence and the point 
where vegetation has been wrested by normal stream flow 
or wave action from the banks of the trout waters.  For 
primary trout waters, the buffer zone shall be at least 
50 horizontal feet, and no variance to a smaller buffer 
shall be granted.  For secondary trout waters, the buffer 
zone shall be at least 50 horizontal feet, but the 
Director may grant variances no less than 25 feet.  
Regardless of whether a trout stream is primary or 
secondary, the first order trout waters, which are 
streams into which no other streams flow except for 
springs, the buffer shall be at least 25 horizontal feet, 
and no variance to a smaller buffer shall be granted.  
The minimum requirements of Section 6-404 of this 
ordinance and the buffer zones provided by this section 
shall be enforced by the issuing authority. 

 
5. Agricultural operations as defined in O.C.G.A. 1-3-3, 

“definitions”, to include raising, harvesting or storing 
of products of the field or orchard; feeding, breeding or 
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managing livestock or poultry; producing or storing feed 
for use in the production of livestock, including but not 
limited to cattle, calves, swine, hogs, goats, sheep, and 
rabbits or fore use in the production of poultry, 
including but not limited to chickens, hens and turkeys; 
producing plants, trees, fowl, or animals; the production 
of aqua culture, horticultural, dairy, livestock, 
poultry, eggs and apiarian products; farm buildings and 
farm ponds. 

 
6. Forestry land management practices, including harvesting; 

provided, however, that when such exempt forestry 
practices cause or result in land disturbing or other 
activities otherwise prohibited in a buffer, as 
established in paragraphs (15) and (16) of Section 6-404 
C. of this ordinance, no other land-disturbing 
activities, except for normal forest management 
practices, shall be allowed on the entire property upon 
which the forestry practices were conducting for a period 
of three years after completion of such forestry 
practices; 

 
7. Any project carried out under the technical supervision 

of the Natural Resources Conservation Service of the 
United States Department of Agriculture; 

 
8. Any project involving less than one acre of disturbed 

area; provided, however, that this exemption shall not 
apply to any land-disturbing activity within a larger 
common plan of development or sale with a planned 
disturbance of equal to or greater than one acre or 
within 200 feet of the bank of any state waters, and for 
purposes of this paragraph, “State Waters” excludes 
channels and drainage ways which have water in them only 
during and immediately after rainfall events and 
intermittent streams which do not have water in them 
year-round; provided, however, that any person 
responsible for a project which involves less than one 
acre which involves land-disturbing activity, and which 
is within 200 feet of any such excluded channel or 
drainage way, must prevent sediment from moving beyond 
the boundaries of the property on which such project is 
located and provided, further, that nothing contained 
herein shall prevent the Local Issuing Authority from 
regulating any such project which is not specifically 
exempted by paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9 or 10 of 
this section. 
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9. Construction or maintenance projects, or both, undertaken 

or financed in whole or in part, or both, by the 
Department of Transportation, the Georgia Highway 
Authority, or the State Tollway Authority; or any road 
construction or maintenance project, or both, undertaken 
by any county or municipality; however, that construction 
or maintenance projects of Department of Transportation 
or State Tollway Authority which disturb one or more 
contiguous acres of land shall be subject to provisions 
of O.C.G.A. 12-7-7.1; except where the Department of 
Transportation, the Georgia Highway Authority, or the 
State Road and Tollway Authority is secondary permittee 
for a project located within a larger common plan of 
development or sale under the state general permit, in 
which case a copy of a notice of intent under the state 
general permit shall be submitted to the local issuing 
authority, the local issuing authority shall enforce 
compliance with the requirements set forth in O.C.G.A. 
12-7-6 as if a permit had been issued, and violations 
shall be subject to the same penalties as violations by 
permit holders; 

 
10. Any land-disturbing activities conducted by any electric 

membership corporation or municipal electrical system or 
any public utility under the regulatory jurisdiction of 
the Public Service Commission, any utility under the 
regulatory jurisdiction of the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, any cable television system as defined in 
O.C.G.A. 36-18-1, or any agency or instrumentality of the 
United States engaged in the generation, transmission, or 
distribution of power; except where an electric 
membership corporation or municipal electrical system or 
any public utility under the regulatory jurisdiction of 
the Public Service Commission, any utility under the 
regulatory jurisdiction of the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commissioner, any cable television system as defined in 
O.C.G.A. 36-18-1, or any agency or instrumentality of the 
United States engaged in the generation, transmission, or 
distribution of power is a secondary permittee for a 
project located within a larger common plan of 
development or sale under the state general permit, in 
which case the local issuing authority shall enforce 
compliance with the minimum requirements set forth in 
O.C.G.A. 12-7-6 as if a permit had been issued, and 
violations shall be subject to the same penalties as 
violations by permit holders; and 
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11. Any public water system reservoir. 

 
6-404 Minimum Requirements for Erosion and Sedimentation 

Control Using Best Management Practices 
 

A. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

Excessive soil erosion and resulting sedimentation can 
take place during land-disturbing activities.  Therefore, 
plans for those land-disturbing activities which are not 
exempted by this ordinance shall contain provisions for 
application of soil erosion and sedimentation control 
plans.  Soil erosion and sedimentation control measures 
and practices shall apply to all features of the site, 
including street and utility installations, drainage 
facilities and other temporary and permanent 
improvements.  Measures shall be installed to prevent or 
control erosion and sedimentation pollution during all 
stages of any land-disturbing activity. 

 
B. MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS/BMP’s 

 
1. Best management practices as set forth in Section 

6-404 B. & C. of this ordinance shall be required 
for all land-disturbing activities.  Proper design, 
installation, and maintenance of best management 
practices shall constitute a complete defense to 
any action by the Director or to any other 
allegation of the noncompliance with paragraph (2) 
of this subsection or any substantially similar 
terms contained in a permit for the discharge of 
storm water issued pursuant to subsection (f) of 
O.C.G.A. 12-5-30, the “Georgia Water Quality 
Control Act”.  As used in this subsection, the 
terms “proper design” and “Properly Designed” mean 
designed in accordance with the hydraulic design 
specifications contained in the “Manual for Erosion 
and Sediment Control in Georgia” specified in 
O.C.G.A. 12-7-6 subsection (b). 

 
2. A discharge of storm water runoff from disturbed 

areas where best management practices have not been 
properly designed, installed, and maintained shall 
constitute a separate violation of any land-
disturbing permit issued by a Local Issuing 
Authority or of any state general permit issued by 
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the Division pursuant to subsection (f) of O.C.G.A. 
12-5-30, the “Georgia Water Quality Control Act”, 
for each day on which such discharge results in the 
turbidity of receiving waters being increased by 
more than 25 nephelometric turbidity units for 
water supporting warm water fisheries or by more 
than ten nephelometric turbidity units for waters 
classified as trout waters.  The turbidity of the 
receiving waters shall be measured in accordance 
with guidelines to be issued by the Director.  This 
paragraph shall not apply to any land disturbance 
associated with the construction of single-family 
homes which are not part of a larger common plan of 
development or sale unless the planned for each 
disturbance for such construction is equal to or 
greater than five acres. 

 
3. Failure to properly design, install, or maintain 

best management practices shall constitute a 
violation of any land-disturbing permit issued by a 
Local Issuing Authority or of any state general 
permit issued by the Division pursuant to 
subsection (f) of Code Section 12-5-30, the 
“Georgia Water Quality Control  Act”, for each day 
on which such failure occurs. 

 
4. The Director may require, in accordance with 

regulations adopted by the board, reasonable and 
prudent monitoring of the turbidity level of 
receiving waters into which discharges from land 
disturbing activities occur. 

 
C. The rules and regulations, ordinances, or resolutions 

adopted pursuant to this chapter for the purpose of 
governing land-disturbing activities shall require, as a 
minimum, protections at least as stringent as the state 
general permit; and best management practices, including 
sound conservation and engineering practices to prevent 
and minimize erosion and resultant sedimentation, which 
are consistent with, and no less stringent than, those 
practices contained in the Manual for Erosion and 
Sediment Control in Georgia published by the Georgia Soil 
and Water Conservation Commission as of January 1 of the 
year which the land-disturbing activity was permitted, as 
well as the following: 
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1. Stripping of vegetation, regrading and other 
development activities shall be conducted in a 
manner so as to minimize erosion; 

 
2. Cut-fill operations must be kept to a minimum; 

 
3. Development plans must conform to topography and 

soil type so as to create the lowest practical 
erosion potential; 

 
4. Whenever feasible, natural vegetation shall be 

retained, protected and supplemented; 
 

5. The disturbed area and the duration of exposure to 
erosive elements shall be kept to a practicable 
minimum; 

 
6. Disturbed soil shall be stabilized as quickly as 

practicable; 
 

7. Temporary vegetation or mulching shall be employed 
to protect exposed critical areas during 
development; 

 
8. Permanent vegetation and structural erosion control 

practices shall be installed as soon as 
practicable; 

 
9. To the extent necessary, sediment in runoff water 

must be trapped by the use of debris basins, silt 
traps, or similar measures until the disturbed area 
is stabilized.  As used in this paragraph, a 
disturbed area is stabilized when it is brought to 
a condition of continuous compliance with the 
requirements of O.C.G.A. 12-7-1 et. seq.; 

 
10. Adequate provisions must be provided to minimize 

damage from surface water to the cut face of 
excavations or the sloping of fills; 

 
11. Cuts and fills may not endanger adjoining property; 

 
12. Fills may not encroach upon natural watercourses or 

constructed channels in a manner so as to adversely 
affect other property owners; 
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13. Grading equipment must cross flowing streams by 
means of bridges or culverts except when such 
methods are not feasible, provided, in any case, 
that such crossings are kept to a minimum; 

 
14. Land-disturbing activity plans for erosion and 

sedimentation control shall include provisions for 
treatment or control of any source of sediments and 
adequate sedimentation control facilities to retain 
sediments on-site or preclude sedimentation of 
adjacent waters beyond the levels specified in 
Section 6-404 B.2. of this ordinance; 

 
15. Except as provided in paragraph (16) of this 

subsection, there is established a 25 foot buffer 
along the banks of all state waters, as measured 
horizontally from the point where vegetation has 
been wrested by normal stream flow or wave action, 
except where the Director determines to allow a 
variance that is at least as protective of natural 
resources and the environment, where otherwise 
allowed by the Director pursuant to O.C.G.A. 12-2-
8, or where a drainage structure or a roadway 
drainage structure must be constructed, provided 
that adequate erosion control measures are 
incorporated in the project plans and 
specifications, and are implemented; provided, 
however, the buffers of at least 25 feet 
established pursuant to part 6 of Article 5, 
Chapter 5 of Title 12, the “Georgia Water Quality 
Control Act”, shall remain in force unless a 
variance is granted by the Director as provided in 
this paragraph.  The following requirements shall 
apply to any such buffer: 

 
A. No land-disturbing activities shall be 

conducted within a buffer and a buffer shall 
remain in its natural, undisturbed state of 
vegetation until all land-disturbing 
activities on the construction site are 
completed.  Once the final stabilization of 
the site is achieved, a buffer may be thinned 
or trimmed of vegetation as long as a 
protective canopy is left in sufficient 
quantity to keep shade on the stream bed; 
provided, however, that any person 
constructing a single family residence, when 
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such a residence is constructed by or under 
contract with the owner for his or her own 
occupancy, may thin or trim vegetation in a 
buffer at any time as long as protective 
vegetative cover remains to protect water 
quality and aquatic habitat and a natural 
canopy is left in sufficient quantity to keep 
shade on the stream bed; and 

 
B. The buffer shall not apply to the following 

land-disturbing activities, provided that they 
occur at an angle, as measured from the point 
of crossing, within 25 degrees of 
perpendicular to the stream, cause a width of 
disturbance of not more than 50 feet within 
the buffer; and adequate erosion control 
measures are incorporated into the project 
plans and specifications and are implemented; 
(i) Stream crossings for water lines; or (ii) 
Stream crossings for sewer lines. 

 
D. Nothing contained in this chapter shall prevent any Local 

Issuing Authority from adopting rules and regulations, 
ordinances, or resolutions which contain stream buffer 
requirements that exceed the minimum requirements in 
Section 6-404 B. & C. of this ordinance. 

 
E. The fact that land-disturbing activity for which a permit 

has been issued results in injury to the property of 
another shall neither constitute proof of nor create a 
presumption of a violation of the standards provided for 
in this ordinance or the term of the permit. 

 
6-405 Application/Permit Process 
 

A. GENERAL 
 

The property owner, developer and designated planners and 
engineers shall review the general development plans and 
detailed plans of the Local Issuing Authority that affect 
the tract to be developed and the area surrounding it.  
They shall review the zoning ordinance, storm water 
management ordinance, subdivision ordinance, flood damage 
prevention ordinance, this ordinance, and other 
ordinances which regulate the development of land within 
the jurisdictional boundaries of the Local Issuing 
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Authority.  However, the operator is the only party who 
may obtain a permit. 

 
B. APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

 
1. No person shall conduct any land-disturbing 

activity within the jurisdictional boundaries of 
the unincorporated area of Bryan County without 
first obtaining a permit from the department of 
Planning and Zoning to perform such activity. 

 
2. The application for a permit shall be submitted to 

the department of Planning and Zoning and must 
include the applicant’s erosion and sedimentation 
control plan with supporting data, as necessary.  
Said plans shall include, as a minimum, the data 
specified in Section 6-405 C. of this ordinance.  
Soil erosion and sedimentation control plans shall 
conform to the provisions of Section 6-404 B. & C. 
of this ordinance.  Applications for a permit will 
not be accepted unless accompanied by three (3) 
copies of the applicant’s soil erosion and 
sedimentation control plans.  All applications 
shall contain a certification stating that the plan 
preparer or the designee thereof visited the site 
prior to creation of the plan or that such a visit 
was not required in accordance with rules and 
regulations established by the board. 

 
3. A fee in the amount of $25.00 shall be charged for 

each acre or fraction thereof in the project area. 
 

4. In addition to the local permitting fees, fees will 
also be assessed pursuant to paragraph (5) 
subsection (a) or O.C.G.A. 12-5-23; provided that 
such fees shall not exceed $80.00 per acre of land-
disturbing activity; and these fees shall be 
calculated and paid by the primary permittee as 
defined in the state general permit for each acre 
of land disturbing activity included in the planned 
development or each stage of development.  All 
applicable fees shall be paid prior to issuance of 
the land disturbance permit.  In a jurisdiction 
that is certified pursuant to subsection (a) of 
O.C.G.A. 12-7-8, half of such fees levied shall be 
submitted to the division; except that any and all 
fees due from an entity which is required to give 
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notice pursuant to paragraph (9) or (10) of 
O.C.G.A. 12-7-17 shall be submitted in full to the 
division, regardless of the existence of a local 
issuing authority in the jurisdiction. 

 
5. Immediately upon receipt of an application and plan 

for a permit, The Local Issuing Authority shall 
refer the application and plan to the district for 
it’s review and approval or disapproval concerning 
the adequacy of the erosion and sedimentation 
control plan.  A district shall approve or 
disapprove a plan within 35 days of receipt.  
Failure of a District to act within 35 days shall 
be considered an approval of the pending plan.  The 
results of the District review shall be forwarded 
to the Issuing Authority.  No permit will be issued 
unless the plan has been approved by the District, 
and any variances required by Section 6-404 C. 15. 
& 16. and bonding, if required by Section 6-405 
B.5.(b), have been obtained.  Such review will not 
be required if the Issuing Authority and the 
District have entered into an agreement which 
allows the Issuing Authority to conduct such review 
and approval of the plan without referring the 
application and plan to the District. 

 
6. If a permit applicant has had two or more 

violations of previous permits, this ordinance 
section, or the Erosion and Sedimentation Act, as 
amended, within three years prior to the date of 
filing of the application under consideration, the 
Local Issuing Authority may deny the permit 
application. 

 
7. The Local Issuing Authority may require the permit 

applicant to post a bond in the form of government 
security, cash, irrevocable letter of credit, or 
any combination thereof up to, but not exceeding 
$3,000.00 per acre or fraction thereof of the 
proposed land disturbing activity, prior to issuing 
the permit.  If applicant does not comply with this 
ordinance or with the conditions of the permit 
after issuance, the Local Issuing Authority may 
call the bond or any part thereof to be forfeited 
and may use the proceeds to hire a contractor to 
stabilize the site of the land-disturbing activity 
and bring it into compliance.  These provisions 
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shall not apply unless there is in effect an 
ordinance or statute specifically providing for 
hearing and judicial review of any determination or 
order of the Local Issuing Authority with respect 
to alleged permit violations. 

 
C. PLAN REQUIREMENTS 

 
1. Plans must be prepared to meet the minimum 

requirements as contained in Section 6-404 B. & C. 
of this ordinance.  Conformance with the minimum 
requirements may be attained through the use of 
design criteria in the current issue of the Manual 
for Erosion and Sediment Control in Georgia, 
published by the State Soil and Water Conservation 
Commission as a guide; or through the use of a more 
stringent, alternate design criteria which conform 
to sound conservation and engineering practices.  
The Manual for Erosion and Sedimentation Control in 
Georgia is hereby incorporated by reference into 
this ordinance.  The plan for the land-disturbing 
activity shall consider the interrelationship of 
the soil types, geological and hydrological 
characteristics, topography, watershed, vegetation, 
proposed permanent structures including roadways, 
constructed waterways, sediment control and storm 
water management facilities, local ordinances and 
State laws. 

 
2. Data Required for Site Plan: 
 

(a) Narrative or notes, and other information: 
Notes or narrative to be located on the site 
plan in general notes or in erosion and 
sediment control notes. 

 
(b) Description of existing land use at project 

site and description of proposed project. 
 

(c) Name, address, and phone number of the 
property project. 

 
(d) Name and phone number of 24-hour local contact 

who is responsible for erosions and 
sedimentation controls. 
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(e) Size of project, or phase under construction, 
in acres. 

 
(f) Activity schedule showing anticipated starting 

and completion dates for the project.  Include 
the statement in bold letters, that “the 
installation of erosion and sedimentation 
control measurements and practices shall occur 
prior to or concurrent with land-disturbing 
activities. 

 
(g) Storm water and sedimentation management 

systems-storage capacity, hydraulic study, and 
calculations, including off-site drainage 
areas. 

 
(h) Vegetative plan for all temporary and 

permanent vegetative measures, including 
species, planting dates, and seeding, 
fertilizer, lime, and mulching rates.  The 
vegetative plan should show options for year-
round seeding. 

 
(i) Detail drawings for all structural practices. 

 Specifications may follow guidelines set 
forth in the Manual for Erosion and Sediment 
Control in Georgia. 

 
(j) Maintenance statement - “Erosion and 

sedimentation control measures will be 
maintained at all times.  If full 
implementation of the approved plan does not 
provide for effective erosion and sediment 
control, additional erosion and sediment 
control measures shall be implemented to 
control or treat the sediment source.” 

 
3. Maps, drawings, and supportive computations shall 

bear the signature/seal of a registered or 
certified professional in engineering, 
architecture, landscape architecture, land 
surveying, or erosion and sedimentation control.  
After December 31, 2006, all persons involved in 
land development design, review, permitting, 
construction, monitoring, or inspection or any 
land-disturbing activity shall meet the education 
and training certification requirements as 
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developed by the Commission pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
12-7-20.  The certified plans shall contain: 

 
(a) Graphic scale and north point or arrow 

indicating magnetic north. 
 

(b) Vicinity maps showing location of project and 
existing streets. 

 
(c) Boundary line survey. 

 
(d) Delineation of disturbed areas within project 

boundary. 
 

(e) Existing and planned contours, with an 
interval in accordance with the following: 

 
  

 
Map Scale 

 
Ground 
Slope 

 
Contour 

Interval, ft. 
 
1 inch = 
100 ft. or 
larger 
scale 

 
Flat 0-2% 
Rolling 2-
8% 
Step 8% + 

 
0.5 or 1 
1 or 2 
2, 5, or 10 

 
(f) Adjacent areas and featured areas such as 

streams, lakes, residential areas, etc. which 
might be affected should be indicated on the 
plan. 

 
(g) Proposed structures or additions to existing 

structures and paved areas. 
 

(h) Delineate the 25 foot horizontal buffer 
adjacent to state waters and the specified 
width in MRPA areas. 

 
(i) Delineate the specified horizontal buffer 

along designated trout streams, where 
applicable. 

 
(j) Location of erosion and sedimentation control 

measures and practices using coding symbols 
from the Manual for Erosion and Sediment 
Control in Georgia, chapter 6. 
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4. Maintenance of all soil erosion and sedimentation 

control practices, whether temporary or permanent, 
shall be at all times the responsibility of the 
property owner. 

 
A. PERMITS 

 
1. Permits shall be issued or denied as soon as 

practicable but in any event no later than forty-
five (45) days after receipt by the Local Issuing 
Authority of a completed application, providing 
variances and bonding are obtained, where 
necessary. 

 
2. No permit shall be issued by the Local Issuing 

Authority unless the erosion and sedimentation 
control plan has been approved by the District and 
the Local Issuing Authority has affirmatively 
determined that the plan is in compliance with this 
ordinance, any variances required by Section 6-404 
C. 15 & 16 are obtained, bonding requirements, if 
necessary, as per Section 6-405 B.5.(b) are met.  
If the permit is denied, the reason for denial 
shall be furnished to the applicant. 

 
3. If the tract is to be developed in phases, then a 

separate permit shall be required for each phase. 
 

4. The permit may be suspended, revoked, or modified 
by the Local Issuing Authority, as to all or any 
portion of the land affected by the plan, upon 
finding that the holder or his successor in the 
title is not in compliance with the approved 
erosion and sedimentation control plan or that the 
holder or his successor in title is in violation of 
this ordinance.  A holder of a permit shall notify 
any successor in title to him as to all or any 
portion of the land affected by the approved plan 
of the conditions contained in the permit. 

 
6-406 Inspection and Enforcement 
 

A. The Department of Planning and Zoning will periodically 
inspect the sites of land-disturbing activities for which 
permits have been issued to determine if the activities 
are being conducted in accordance with the plan and if 
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the measures required in the plan are effective in 
controlling erosion and sedimentation.  Also, the Local 
Issuing Authority shall regulate both primary and 
secondary permittees as such terms are defined in the 
state general permit.  Primary permittees shall be 
responsible for installation and maintenance of best 
management practices where the primary permittee is 
conducting land-disturbing activities.  Secondary 
permittees shall be responsible for installation and 
maintenance of best management practices where the 
secondary permittee is conducting land-disturbing 
activities.  If, through inspection, it is deemed that a 
person engaged in land-disturbing activities as defined 
herein has failed to comply with the approved plan, with 
permit conditions, or with the provisions of this 
ordinance, a written notice to comply shall be served 
upon that person.  The notice shall set forth the 
measures necessary to achieve compliance and shall the 
time within which such measures must be completed.  If 
the person engaged in the land-disturbing activity fails 
to comply within the time specified, he shall be deemed 
in violation of this ordinance. 

 
B. The Department of Engineering and Inspections shall have 

the power to conduct such investigations as it may 
reasonably deem necessary to carry out duties as 
prescribed in this ordinance, and for this purpose to 
enter at reasonable times upon any property, public or 
private, for the purpose of investigation and inspecting 
the sites of land-disturbing activities. 

 
C. No person shall refuse entry or access to any authorized 

representative or agent of the Issuing Authority, the 
Commission, the District, or Division who requests entry 
for the purposes of inspection, and who presents 
appropriate credentials, nor shall any person obstruct, 
hamper or interfere with any such representative while in 
the process of carrying out his official duties. 

 
D. The Districts or the Commission or both shall 

periodically review the actions of counties and 
municipalities which have been certified as Local Issuing 
Authorities pursuant to O.C.G.A. 12-7-8 (a).  The 
Districts or the Commission or both may provide technical 
assistance to any county or municipality for the purpose 
of improving the effectiveness of the counties or 
municipality’s erosion and sedimentation control program. 
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 The Districts or the Commission shall notify the 
Division and request investigation by the Division if any 
deficient or ineffective local program is found. 

 
E. The Board, on or before December 31, 2003, shall 

promulgate rules and regulations setting forth the 
requirements and standards for certification and the 
procedures for decertification of a Local Issuing 
Authority.  The Division may periodically review the 
actions of counties and municipalities which have been 
certified as Local Issuing Authorities pursuant to Code 
Section 12-7-8 (a).  Such review may include, but shall 
not be limited to, review of the administration and 
enforcement of a governing authority’s ordinance and 
review of conformance with an agreement, if any, between 
the district and the governing authority.  If such review 
indicates that the governing authority of any county or 
municipality certified pursuant to O.C.G.A. 12-7-8 (a) 
has not administered or enforced it’s ordinances or has 
not conducted the program in accordance with any 
agreement entered into pursuant to O.C.G.A. 12-7-7 (e), 
the Division shall notify the governing authority of the 
county or municipality in writing.  The governing 
authority of any county or municipality so notified shall 
have 30 days within which to take the necessary 
corrective action to retain certification as a Local 
Issuing Authority.  If the county or municipality does 
not take necessary corrective action within 30 days after 
notification by the Division, the Division may revoke the 
certification of the county or municipality as a Local 
Issuing Authority. 

 
6-407 Penalties and Inspections 
 

A. Failure to Obtain a Permit for Land-Disturbing Activity 
 

If any person commences any land-disturbing activity 
requiring a land-disturbing permit as prescribed in this 
ordinance without first obtaining said permit, the person 
shall be subject to revocation of his business license, 
work permit or other authorization for the conduct of a 
business and associated work activities within the 
jurisdictional boundaries of the issuing authority. 

 
B. Stop-Work Orders 
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1.  For the first and second violations of the provisions 
of this ordinance, the Director or the Local Issuing 
Authority shall issue a written warning to the violator. 
 The violator shall have five days to correct the 
violation.  If the violation is not corrected within five 
days, the Director or the Local Issuing Authority shall 
issue a stop-work order requiring that land-disturbing 
activities be stopped until necessary corrective action 
or mitigation has occurred; provided, however, that, if 
the violation presents an imminent threat to public 
health or waters of the state or if the land-disturbing 
activities are conducted without obtaining the necessary 
permit, the Director or the Local Issuing Authority shall 
issue an immediate stop-work in lieu of a warning; 

 
2.  For a third and each subsequent violation, the 
Director or the Local Issuing Authority shall issue an 
immediate stop-work order; and; 

 
3.  All stop-work orders shall be effective immediately 
upon issuance and shall be if effect until the necessary 
corrective action or mitigation has occurred. 

 
4.  When a violation in the form of taking action without 
a permit, failure to maintain a stream buffer, or 
significant amounts of sediment, as determined by the 
Local Issuing Authority or by the Director or his 
designee, have bene or are being discharged into state 
waters and where best management practices have not been 
properly designed, installed, and maintained, a stop-work 
order shall be issued by the Local Issuing Authority or 
by the Director or by his designee.  All such stop-work 
order shall be effective immediately upon issuance and 
shall be in effect until the necessary corrective action 
or mitigation has occurred.  Such stop work orders shall 
apply to all land-disturbing activity on the site with 
the exception of the installation and maintenance of 
temporary or permanent erosion and sediment controls. 

 
C. Bond Forfeiture 

 
If, through inspection, it is determined that a person 
engaged in land-disturbing activities has failed to 
comply with the approved plan, a written notice to comply 
shall be served upon that person.  The notice shall set 
forth the measures necessary to achieve compliance with 
the plan and shall state the time within which such 
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measures must be completed.  If the person engaged in the 
land-disturbing activity fails to comply within the time 
specified, he shall be deemed in violation of this 
ordinance and, in addition to other penalties, shall be 
deemed to have forfeited his performance bond, if 
required to post one under the provisions of Section 6-
405 B.5.(b).  The Issuing Authority may call the bond or 
any part thereof to be forfeited and may use the proceeds 
to hire a contractor to stabilize the site of the land-
disturbing activity and bring it into compliance. 

 
D. Monetary Penalties 

 
Any person who violates any provisions of this ordinance, 
or any permit condition or limitation established 
pursuant to this ordinance, or who negligently or 
intentionally fails or refuses to comply with any final 
or emergency order of the Director issued as provided in 
this ordinance shall be liable for a civil penalty not to 
exceed $2,500.00 per day.  For the purpose of enforcing 
the provisions of this ordinance, notwithstanding any 
provisions in any City charter to the contrary, municipal 
courts shall be authorized to impose penalty not to 
exceed $2,500.00 for each violation.  Notwithstanding any 
limitation of law as to penalties which can be assessed 
for violations of county ordinances, any magistrate court 
or any other court of competent jurisdiction trying cases 
brought as violations of this ordinance shall be 
authorized to impose penalties for such violations not to 
exceed $2,500.00 for each violation.  Each day during 
which violation or failure or refusal to comply continues 
shall be a separate violation. 

 
 
 
6-408 Education and Certification 
 

After December 31, 2006, all persons involved in land 
development design, review, permitting, construction, 
monitoring, or inspection or any land-disturbing activity 
shall meet the education and training certification 
requirements dependent on their level of involvement with the 
process, as developed by the Commission in consultation with 
the division and the stakeholder advisory board created 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. 12-7-20. 

 
6-409 Administrative Appeal Judicial Review 
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A. Administrative Remedies 

 
The suspension, revocation, modification or grant with 
condition of a permit by the Issuing Authority upon 
finding that the holder is not in compliance within the 
approved Erosion and Sediment Control Plan; or that the 
holder is in violation of permit conditions; or that the 
holder is in violation of any ordinance; shall entitle 
the person submitting the plan or holding the permit to a 
hearing before the Board of Appeals within thirty (30) 
days after receipt by the Issuing Authority of written 
notice of appeal. 

 
B. Judicial Review 

 
Any person, aggrieved by a decision or order of the 
Issuing Authority, after exhausting his administrative 
remedies, shall have the right to appeal denovo to the 
Superior Court of Bryan County. 

 
6-410 Effectivity, Validity and Liability 
 

A. Effectivity 
 

This ordinance shall become effective on the 2
nd
 day of 

March, 2004. 
 

B. Validity 
 

If any section, paragraph, clause, phrase, or provision 
of this ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or held 
unconstitutional, such decisions shall not effect the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

 
 
 

C. Liability 
 

1.  Neither the approval of a plan under the provisions 
of this ordinance, nor the compliance with provisions of 
this ordinance shall relieve any person from the 
responsibility for damage to any person or property 
otherwise imposed by law nor impose any liability upon 
the Issuing Authority or District for damage to any 
person or property. 
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2.  The fact that a land-disturbing activity for which a 
permit has been issued results in injury to the property 
of another shall neither constitute proof of nor create a 
presumption of a violation of the standards provided for 
in this ordinance or the terms of the permit. 

 
3.  No provision of this ordinance shall permit any 
persons to violate the Georgia Water Quality Control Act 
or the rules and regulations promulgated and approved 
thereunder or pollute any Waters of the State defined 
thereby. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARTICLE V: FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION 
 
6-501 Statutory authorization. The Constitution and Laws of the 
State of Georgia delegate  the responsibility to local 
governmental units to adopt regulations designed to promote the 
 public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizenry. 
 
6-502 Purpose. It is the purpose of this ordinance to promote the 
public health, safety and  general welfare and to minimize 
public and private losses due to flood conditions in  specific 
areas by provisions designed to: 
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1. restrict or prohibit uses which are dangerous to health, 
safety and property due to water or erosion hazards, or which 
result in damaging increases in erosion or in flood heights or 
velocities; 

 
2. require that uses vulnerable to floods, including 
facilities which serve such uses, be protected against flood 
damage at the time of initial construction; 

 
3. control the alteration of natural flood plains, stream 
channels, and natural protective barriers which are involved 
in the accommodation of flood waters; 

 
4. control filling, grading, dredging and other development 
which may increase erosion or flood damage; and 

 
5. prevent or regulate the construction of flood barriers 
which will unnaturally divert flood waters or which may 
increase flood hazards to other lands. 

 
6-503 Objectives. The objectives of this ordinance are: 
 

1. to protect human life and health; 
 

2. to minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood 
control projects; 
 

3. to minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts 
associated with flooding generally undertaken at the expense 
of the general public; 

 
4. to minimize prolonged business interruptions;  

 
5. to minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such 
as water and gas mains, electric, telephone and sewer lines, 
streets and bridges located in flood plains; 

 
6. to help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the 
sound use and development of flood prone areas in such a 
manner as to minimize future flood blight areas; and 

 
7. to insure that potential home buyers are notified that 
property is in a flood area. 

 
6-504 Definitions. 
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Appeal. A request for a review of the Bryan County Building 
Inspector's interpretation of any provision of this ordinance 
or a request for a variance. 

 
Area of shallow flooding. A designated AO or VO Zone on a 
community's Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) with base flood 
depths from one to three feet where a clearly defined channel 
does not exist, where the path of flooding is unpredictable 
and indeterminate, and where velocity flow may be evident. 

 
Area of special flood hazard. The land in the flood plain 
within a community subject to a one percent (l%) or greater 
chance of flooding in any given year. 

 
Base flood. A flood having a one percent (l%) chance of being 
equaled or exceeded in any given year. 

 
Basement. That lowest usable  portion of a building which may 
be partly below and partly above grade. 

 
Building. Any structure built for support, shelter, or 
enclosure for any occupancy or storage. 

 
Coastal high hazard area. The area subject to high velocity 
waters caused by, but not limited to, hurricane wave wash or 
tsunamis. The area is designated on a FIRM as Zone V1-30. 

 
Development. Any man-made change to improved or unimproved 
real estate, including, but not limited to, buildings or other 
structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, 
excavation or drilling operations. 

 
Existing mobile home park or mobile home subdivisions. A 
parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided into two (2) or 
more mobile home lots for rent or sale for which the 
construction of facilities for servicing the lot on which the 
mobile home is to be affixed (including at a minimum, the 
installation of utilities, either final site grading or the 
pouring of concrete pads, and the construction of streets) is 
completed before the effective date of this ordinance.  

 
Expansion to an existing mobile home park or mobile home 
subdivision. The preparation of additional sites by the 
construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the 
mobile homes are to be affixed (including the installation of 
utilities, either final site grading or pouring of concrete 
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pads, or the construction of streets). Any expansion is 
considered "new construction." 

 
Flood or flooding. A general and temporary condition of 
partial or complete inundation of normally dry land areas 
from: 

 
1. the overflow of inland or tidal waters; 

 
2. the unusual and rapid accumulation of runoff or 
surface waters from any source. 

 
Flood Hazard Boundary Map (FHBM). An official map of a 
community, issued by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
where the boundaries of the areas have been defined as Zone A. 

 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). An official map of a 
community, on which the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
has delineated both the areas of special flood hazard and the 
risk premium zones applicable to the community. 

 
Flood insurance study. The official report provided by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency. The report contains flood 
profiles, as well as the Flood Boundary-Floodway Map and the 
water surface elevation of the base flood.  

 
Floodway. The channel of a river or other watercourse and the 
adjacent land areas that must be reserved in order to 
discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the 
water surface elevation more than one (1) foot. 

 
Floor. The top surface of an enclosed area in a building 
(including basement), i.e., top of slab in concrete slab 
construction or top of wood flooring in wood frame 
construction. The term does not include the floor of a garage 
used solely for parking vehicles. 

 
Highest adjacent grade. The highest natural elevation of the 
ground surface, prior to construction, next to the proposed 
walls of a structure. 

 
Mean sea level. The average height of the sea for all stages 
of the tide. It is used as a reference for establishing 
various elevations within the flood plan. For purposes of this 
ordinance, the term is synonymous with National Geodetic 
Vertical Datum (NGVD). 
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Mobile home. A structure, transportable in one or more 
sections, which is built on a permanent chassis and designed 
to be used with or without a permanent foundation when 
connected to the required utilities. It does not include 
recreational vehicles or travel trailers. 

 
National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD). A vertical control 
used as a reference for establishing varying elevations within 
the flood plain. 

 
New construction. A structure for which the "start of 
construction" commenced on or after the effective date of this 
ordinance. 

 
New mobile home park or mobile home subdivision. A parcel or 
contiguous parcels of land divided into two (2) or more mobile 
home lots for rent or sale for which the construction of 
facilities for servicing the lot on which the mobile home is 
to be affixed (including, at a minimum, the installation of 
utilities, either final site grading or the pouring of 
concrete pads, and the construction of streets) is completed 
on or after the effective date of this ordinance. 

 
Sand dunes. Naturally occurring accumulations of sand in 
ridges or mounds landward of the beach. 

 
Start of construction. The first placement of permanent 
construction of a structure (other than a mobile home) on a 
site, such as the pouring of slabs or footings or any work 
beyond the stage of excavation, including the relocation of a 
structure. Permanent construction does not include the 
installation of streets and/or walkways; nor does it include 
excavation for a basement, footings, piers or foundations or 
the erection of temporary forms; nor does it include the 
installation on the property of accessory buildings, such as 
garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not a part 
of the main structure. For a structure (other than a mobile 
home) without a basement or poured footings, the "start of 
construction" includes the first permanent framing or assembly 
of the structure or any part thereof on its piling or 
foundation. For mobile homes not within a mobile home park or 
mobile home subdivision, "start of construction" means the 
affixing of the mobile home to its permanent site.  For mobile 
homes within mobile home parks or mobile home subdivisions, 
"start of construction" is the date on which the construction 
of facilities for servicing the site on which the mobile home 
is to be affixed (including at a minimum, the construction of 
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streets, either final site grading or the pouring of concrete 
pads and installation of utilities) is completed. 

 
Structure. A walled and roofed building that is principally 
above ground, a mobile home, a gas or liquid storage tank, or 
other man-made facilities or infrastructures. 

 
Substantial improvement. Any repair, reconstruction, or 
improvement of a structure, the cost of which equals or 
exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the market value of the 
structure either (1) before the improvement or repair is 
started, or (2) if the structure has been damaged and is being 
restored, before the damage occurred. For the purposes of this 
definition "substantial improvement" is considered to occur 
when the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or 
other structural part of the building commences, whether or 
not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the 
structure. The term does not, however, include either (1) any 
project for improvement of a structure to comply with existing 
state or local health, sanitary, or safety code specifications 
which are solely necessary to assure safe living conditions, 
or (2) any alteration of a structure listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places or the State Inventory of Historic 
Places. 

 
Variance. A grant of relief to a person from the requirements 
of this ordinance which permits construction in a manner 
otherwise prohibited by this ordinance where specific 
enforcement would result in unnecessary hardship.  

 
6-505 Application. This ordinance shall apply to all areas of 
special flood hazard within the  jurisdiction of Bryan County. 
 
6-506 Establishing areas of special flood hazard. The areas of 
special flood hazard identified  by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency in its Flood Insurance Study, dated  August 25, 
1982, with accompanying maps and other supporting data, and any 
revision  thereto are adopted by reference and declared to be a 
part of this ordinance. 

 
6-507 Development permit. A Development Permit shall be required in 
conformance with  the provisions of this ordinance prior to the 
commencement of any development activities.  
 
6-508 Compliance. No structure or land shall hereafter be located, 
extended, converted, or  structurally altered without full 
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compliance with the terms of this ordinance and other  applicable 
regulations. 
 
6-509 Abrogation and greater restrictions. This ordinance is not 
intended to repeal, abrogate,  or impair any existing 
easements, covenants, or deed restrictions.  However, where this 
 ordinance and another conflict or overlap, whichever imposes 
the more stringent restrictions  shall prevail. 
 
6-510 Interpretation. In the interpretation and application of this 
ordinance all provisions  shall be:  
 

1. considered as minimum requirements;  
 

2. liberally construed in favor of the governing body; and, 
 

3. deemed neither to limit nor repeal any other powers granted 
under state statutes. 

 
6-511 Warning and disclaimer of liability The degree of flood 
protection required by this  ordinance is considered reasonable 
for regulatory purposes and is based on scientific  and 
engineering considerations. Larger floods can and will occur on 
rare occasions.  Flood heights may be increased by man-made or 
natural causes. This ordinance does  not imply that land outside 
the areas of special flood hazard or uses permitted within  such 
areas will be free from flooding or flood damages. This ordinance 
shall not create  liability on the part of Bryan County 
Commissioners or any officer or employee thereof  for any flood 
damages that result from reliance on this ordinance or any 
administrative  decision lawfully made thereunder. 
 
6-512 Penalties. Violation of the provisions of this ordinance or 

failure to comply with any of these requirements, including 
violation of conditions and safeguards established in 
connection with grants of variance or special exceptions, 
shall constitute a misdemeanor. Any person who violates this 
ordinance or fails to comply with any of its requirements 
shall, upon conviction thereof in the Magistrate Court of 
Bryan County, be fined not more than one thousand dollars 
($1,000.00) or imprisoned not more than five (5) days, or 
both, and in addition shall pay all costs and expenses 
involved in the case. Each day such violation continues shall 
be considered a separate offense. Nothing herein contained 
shall prevent the Bryan County Commissioners from taking such 
other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any 
violation. 
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6-513 Building inspector. The Bryan County Building Inspector is 
hereby appointed to administer  and implement the provisions of 
this ordinance.  
 
6-514 Permit procedure. Application for a Development Permit shall 
be made to the Bryan  County Building Inspector on forms 
furnished by him prior to any development activities  and may 
include, but not be limited to, the following plans in duplicate 
drawn to scale  showing the nature, location, dimensions, and 
elevations of the area in question; existing or  proposed  
structures, fill, storage of materials; drainage facilities, and 
the location of the  foregoing. Specifically, the following 
information is required: 
 

1. Elevation in relation to mean sea level of the 
proposed lowest floor (including basement) of all 
structures. 

 
2. Elevation in relation to mean sea level to which any 
non-residential structure will be flood-proofed. 
3. A certificate from a registered professional engineer 
or architect that the non-residential flood-proofed 
structure meeting the flood-proofing criteria in Section 
6-518 (2). 

 
4. Description of the extent to which any watercourse 
will be altered or relocated as a result of proposed 
development. 

 
5. Provide a floor elevation or flood-proofing 
certification after the lowest floor is completed, or in 
instances where the structure is subject to the 
regulations applicable to Coastal High Hazard Areas, 
after placement of the horizontal structural members of 
the lowest floor. Within twenty-one (21) calendar days of 
establishment of the lowest floor elevation, or 
flood-proofing by whatever construction means, or upon 
placement of the horizontal structural members of the 
lowest floor, whichever is applicable, it shall be the 
duty of the permit holder to submit to the Bryan County 
Building Inspector a certification of the elevation, or 
the elevation of the lowest portion of the horizontal 
structural members of the lowest floor, whichever is 
applicable, as built in relation to mean sea level. Said 
certification shall be prepared by or under the direct 
supervision of a registered land surveyor or professional 
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engineer and certified by same. When flood-proofing is 
utilized for a particular building, said certification 
shall be prepared by or under the direction supervision 
of a professional engineer or architect and certified by 
same. Any work done within the twenty-one (21) days 
calendar period and prior to submission of the 
certification shall be at the permit holder's risk. The 
Bryan County Building Inspector shall review the floor 
elevation survey data submitted. Deficiencies detected by 
such review shall be corrected by the permit holder 
immediately and prior to further progressive work being 
permitted to proceed. Failure to submit the survey or 
failure to make said corrections required hereby, shall 
be cause to issue a stop-work order for the project. 

 
6-515 Duties of the building inspector. Duties of the Bryan County 
Building Inspector shall  include, but not be limited to: 
 

1. Review all development permits to assure that the 
permit requirements of this ordinance have been 
satisfied. 

 
2. Advise permittee that additional federal or state  
permits may be required, and if specific federal or  
state permits are known, require that copies of such 
permits be provided and maintained on file with the  
development permit. 

 
3. Notify adjacent communities and the Georgia Department 
 of Natural Resources Flood Plan Management Unit prior to 
 any alteration or relocation of a watercourse, and  
submit evidence of notification to the Federal Emergency 
 Management Agency. 

 
4. Assure that maintenance is provided within the altered 
 or relocated portion of said watercourse so that the  
flood-carrying capacity is not diminished. 

 
5. Verify and record the actual elevation (in relation to 
 mean sea level) of the lowest floor (including basement) 
 of all new or substantially improved structures, in  
accordance with Section 6-514(5). 

 
6. Verify and record the actual elevation (in relation to 
 mean sea level) to which the new or substantially 
improved structures have been flood-proofed, in  
accordance with Section 6-515(5). 
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7. In Coastal High Hazard Areas, certification shall be 
obtained from a registered professional engineer or  
architect stating that the structure is securely anchored 
to adequately anchored pilings or columns in order to 
withstand velocity waters and hurricane wave wash. 

 
8. In Coastal High Hazard Areas, the Bryan County 
Building Inspector shall review plans for adequacy of 
breakaway walls in accordance with Section 6-518(5)(h). 

 
9. When flood-proofing is utilized for a particular 
structure, the Bryan County Building Inspector shall  
obtain certification from a registered professional 
engineer or architect. 

 
10. Where interpretation is needed as to the exact 
location of boundaries of the areas of special flood 
hazard (for example, where there appears to be a conflict 
between a mapped boundary and actual field conditions) 
the Bryan County Building Inspector shall make the 
necessary interpretation. The person contesting the 
location of the boundary shall be given reasonable 
opportunity to appeal the interpretation as provided in 
this article. 

 
11.  When base flood elevation data has not been provided 
in accordance with Section 6-506, then the Bryan County 
Building Inspector shall obtain, review, and reasonably 
utilize any base flood elevation data available from a 
federal, state or other source, in order to administer 
the provisions of 6-517 and 6-518. 

 
12.  All records pertaining to the provisions of this 
ordinance shall be maintained in the office of the Bryan 
County Building Inspector and shall be open for public 
inspection. 

 
6-516 Variance procedure. 
 

1. The Bryan County Commission shall hear and decide appeals 
and requests for variances  from the requirements of this 
ordinance. 
 

2. The Bryan County Commission shall hear and decide appeals 
when it is alleged there is an error in any requirement, 
decision, or determination made by the Bryan County Building 
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Inspector in the enforcement or administration of this 
ordinance. 

 
3. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Bryan County 
Commission,  or any taxpayer may appeal such decision to the 
Superior Court of Bryan County, as provided by Georgia Law, 
except, however, that said appeal must be filed within thirty 
(30) days of the decision being appealed.  Such said appeal 
shall be based on the record.  No party shall be entitled to a 
ne-novo appeal.  Upon failure to file said appeal within 
thirty (30) days of the decision being appealed, the decision 
shall be binding and final upon all parties. 

 
4. Variances may be issued for the reconstruction, 
rehabilitation or restoration of structures listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places or the State Inventory of 
Historic Places without regard to the procedures set forth in 
the remainder of this section. 

 
5. In passing upon such applications, the Bryan County Board 
of Commissioners  shall consider all technical evaluations, 
all relevant factors, all standards specified in other 
sections of this ordinance and: 

 
(a)  the danger that materials may be swept into other 

lands to the injury of others; 
 

(b) the danger of life and property due to flooding or 
erosion damage; 

 
(c)  the susceptibility of the proposed facility; 

 
(d)   the importance of the services provided by the 

proposed facility to the community; 
 

(e)   the necessity to the facility of a waterfront 
location, where applicable; 

 
(f)   the availability of alternative locations, not 

subject to flooding or erosion damage, for the 
proposed use; 

 
(g)   the compatibility of the proposed use with the 

existing and anticipated development; 
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(h)   the relationship of the proposed use to the 
comprehensive plan and flood plain management 
program for that area; 

 
(i)   safety of access to the property in times of 

flood for ordinary and emergency vehicles; 
 

(j)   the expected heights, velocity, duration, rate 
of rise and sediment transport of the flood waters 
and the effects of wave action, if applicable, 
expected at the site; and 

 
(k)   the costs of providing governmental services 

during and after flood conditions including 
maintenance and repair of public utilities and 
facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and water 
systems. 

 
6. Upon consideration of the factors listed above and the 
purposes of this ordinance, the County Commission may attach 
such conditions to the granting of variances as it deems 
necessary to further the purposes of this ordinance. 

 
7. Variances shall not be issued within any designated 
floodway if any increase in flood levels during the base flood 
discharge would result. 

 
8. Conditions for variances: 

 
(a)   Variances shall only be issued upon a 

determination that the variance is the minimum 
necessary, considering the flood hazard, to afford 
relief. 

 
(b)   Variances shall only be issued upon (1) a 

showing of good and sufficient cause; (2) a 
determination that failure to grant the variance 
would result in exceptional hardship to the  
applicant; and (3) a determination that the 
granting of a variance will not result in increased 
flood heights, additional threats to public safety, 
extraordinary public expense, create nuisance, 
cause fraud on or victimization of the public, or 
conflict with existing local laws or ordinances. 

 
(c)  Any applicant to whom a variance is granted shall 

be given written notice specifying the difference 
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between the base flood elevation and the elevation 
to which the structure is to be built and stating 
that the cost of flood insurance will be  
commensurate with the increased risk resulting from 
the reduced lowest floor elevation. 

 
(d)  The Bryan County Building Inspector shall maintain 

the records of all appeal actions and report any 
variances to the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency upon request. 

 
6-517 Flood hazard reduction; general provisions. In all areas of 
special flood hazard the  following provisions are required: 
 

1. All new construction and substantial improvements 
shall be anchored to prevent flotation, collapse or 
lateral movement of the structure. 

 
2. All new construction with substantial improvements 
shall be constructed with materials and utility equipment 
resistant to flood damage. 

 
3. All new construction or substantial improvements shall 
be constructed by methods and practices that minimize 
flood damage. 

 
4. All new and replacement water supply systems shall be 
designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood 
waters into the system. 

 
5. New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be 
designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood 
waters into the systems and discharges from the systems 
into flood waters. 

 
6. On-site waste disposal systems shall be located and 
constructed to avoid impairment to them or contamination 
from them during flooding. 

 
7. Any alteration, repair, reconstruction, or 
improvements to a structure which is in compliance with 
the provisions of this ordinance, shall meet the 
requirements of "new construction" as contained in this 
ordinance. 

 
6-518 Flood hazard reduction; special provisions. In all areas of 
special flood hazard where  base flood elevation data has been 
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provided, as set forth in Section 6-506 or Section  6-615 (11), 
the following provisions are required: 
 

1. Residential construction. (Revised 2/16/06)  New 
construction or substantial improvement of any residential 
structure shall have the lowest floor, including basement, 
elevated to no lower than one (1) foot above base flood 
elevation. 

 
(a) In an “A” Flood zone designated for riverine flood 

hazards, structural elevation shall be determined 
from Finished Floor Elevation (FFE). 

(b) In a “V” Flood zone designated for coastal velocity 
flood hazards, structural elevation shall be 
determined from the lowest horizontal member of the 
structural framework. 

(c) In cases where a structure is built directly upon 
the grade (“slab” construction), structural 
elevation shall be determined from Finished Floor 
Elevation (FFE). 

 
2. Non-residential construction. New construction or 
substantial improvement of any commercial, industrial or other 
non-residential structure shall either have the lowest floor, 
including basement, elevated to the base flood elevation or, 
together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities, be 
flood-proofed so that all areas of the structure below the 
required elevation is water tight and with walls substantially 
impermeable to the passage of water and with structural 
components having the capability of resisting hydrostatic and 
hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy. A registered 
professional engineer or architect shall certify that the 
standards of this subsection are satisfied. Such certification 
shall be provided to the official as set forth in Section 
6-514 (3). 

 
3. Mobile homes. 

 
(a)   No mobile home shall be placed in a floodway 

or coastal high hazard area, except in an existing 
mobile home park or existing mobile home 
subdivision. 

 
(b)   All mobile homes shall be anchored to resist 

flotation, collapse, or lateral movement by 
providing over-the-top and frame ties to ground 
anchors. Specific requirements shall be that: 



 
 

 

Adopted:       December 19, 1996               Signed:                                                      
                                                                               Donna M. Waters, Clerk 

 

66 

 
(1)  over-the-top ties be provided at each end of 

the mobile home, with one additional tie per 
side at an intermediate location on mobile 
home of less than fifty (50) feet and one 
additional tie per side for mobile homes of 
fifty (50) feet or more; 

 
(2)  frame ties be provided at each corner of the 

home with four (4) additional ties per side at 
intermediate points for mobile homes less than 
fifty (50) feet long and one additional tie 
for mobile homes of fifty (50) feet or longer; 

 
(3)  all components of the anchoring system be 

capable of carrying a force of 4,800 pounds; 
and  

 
(4)  any additions to the mobile home must be 

similarly anchored. 
 

(c) For new mobile home parks and subdivisions; for 
expansions to existing mobile home parks and 
subdivisions; for existing mobile home parks and 
subdivisions where the repair, reconstruction or 
improvement of the streets, utilities, and pads 
equal or exceed fifty percent (50%) of value of the 
streets, utilities, and pads before the repair, 
reconstruction or improvement has commenced; and, 
for mobile homes not placed in a mobile home park 
or subdivision require: 

 
(1)  stands or lots to be elevated on compacted 

fill or on pilings so that the lowest floor of 
the mobile home will be to no lower than one 
(1) foot above base flood elevation; (Revised 
2/14/06) 

 
(2)  adequate surface drainage and access for a 

hauler are provided; and 
 

(3)  in the instance of elevation on pilings; (1) 
lots are large enough to permit steps; (2) 
piling foundations are placed in stable soil 
no more than ten (10) feet apart; and (3) 
reinforcement is provided for pilings more 
than six (6) feet above the ground level. 
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4. Floodway. Located within areas of special flood hazard 
established in Section 6-506 are areas designated as floodway. 
Since the floodway is an extremely hazardous area due to the 
velocity of flood waters which carry debris, potential 
projectiles, and has erosion potential, the following 
provisions shall apply: 

 
(a)  Prohibit encroachments, including fill, new 

construction, substantial improvements and other 
developments unless certification (with supporting 
technical data) by a registered professional 
engineer is provided demonstrating that 
encroachments shall not result in any increase in 
flood levels during occurrence of the base flood 
discharge; 

 
(b)  If Section 6-518 (4)(a) is satisfied, all new 

construction and substantial improvements shall 
comply with all applicable flood hazard reduction 
provisions of Section 6-517. 

 
(c)  Prohibit the placement of any mobile homes, except 

in an existing mobile home park or existing mobile 
home subdivision. 

 
5. Coastal high hazard areas (V zones). Located within the 
areas of special flood hazard established in Section 6-506, 
are areas designated as coastal high hazard areas. These areas 
have special flood hazards associated with wave wash, 
therefore, the following provisions shall apply: 

 
(a)  all buildings or structures shall be located at 

least thirty (30) feet landward of the reach of the 
mean high tide; 

 
(b)  all buildings or structures shall be elevated so 

that the lowest supporting horizontal member 
(excluding pilings or columns) is located no lower 
than one (1) foot above the base flood elevation 
level, with all space below the lowest supporting 
member open so as not to impede the flow of water. 
 Open lattice work or decorative screening may be 
permitted for aesthetic purposes only and must be 
designated to wash away in the event of abnormal 
wave action and in accordance with Section 6-516 
(5)(h).  (Revised 2/14/06) 
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(c)  all buildings or structures shall be securely 

anchored on pilings or columns; 
 

(d)  pilings or columns used as structural support shall 
be designed and anchored so as to withstand all 
applied loads of the base flood flow; 

 
(e)  compliance with provisions contained in Section 

6-516 (5)(b), (c) and (d) shall be certified by a 
professional engineer or architect; 

 
(f)  there shall be no fill used as structural support; 

 
(g)  there shall be no alteration of sand dunes or 

mangrove stands which would increase potential 
flood damage; 

 
(h)  lattice work or decorative screening shall be 

allowed below the base flood elevation provided 
they are not part of the structural support of the 
building and are designed to breakaway under 
abnormally high tides or wave action without damage 
to the structural integrity of the building on 
which they are to be used and provided the 
following design specifications are met: 

 
(1)  No solid walls shall be allowed, and  
(2)  material shall consist of wood or mesh 

screening only. 
 

(i)  If aesthetic lattice works or screening are 
utilized, such enclosed space shall not be used for 
human habitation; 

 
(j)  prior to construction, plans for any structure that 

will have lattice work or decorative screening must 
be submitted to the Bryan County Building Inspector 
for approval; 

 
(k)  prohibit the placement of mobile homes, except in 

an existing mobile home park or existing mobile 
home subdivision, and 

 
(l)  any alteration, repair, reconstruction or 

improvement to a structure shall not enclose the 
space below the lowest floor except for lattice 
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work or decorative screening, as provided for in 
Section 6-518 (5) (h) and (I). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revised 2/14/06 
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6-519 Standards for streams without established base flood 
elevation and/or floodway (Azones) 

Located within the areas of special flood hazard where small 
streams exist but where no base  flood data has been provided or 
where no floodway have been provided, the following  provisions 
apply: 
 

1. No encroachments, including fill material or structures 
shall be located within a distance of the stream bank equal to 
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five (5) times the width of the stream at the top of banks of 
twenty (20) feet on each side from the top of the bank, 
whichever is greater, unless certification by a registered 
professional engineer is provided demonstrating that such 
encroachments shall not result in any increase in flood levels 
during the occurrence of the base flood discharge. 

 
2. New construction or substantial improvements of structures 

shall be elevated or  flood-proofed in accordance with 
elevations established in accordance with Section  6-515 (11). 
 
6-520 Subdivision standards. 
 

1. All subdivision proposals shall be consistent with the need 
to minimize flood damage. 

 
2.  All subdivision proposals shall have public utilities and 
facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and water systems 
located and constructed to minimize flood damage. 

 
3. All subdivision proposals shall have adequate drainage 
provided to reduce exposure to flood hazards. 

 
4. Base flood elevation data shall be provided for subdivision 
proposals and other proposed development which are larger than 
either of fifty (50) lots or five (5) acres. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARTICLE VI: LAND USE AND CONTROL IN FLOOD PLAINS 
 
6-601 General provisions. Relief is available in the form of 
federally subsidized flood insurance  as authorized by the 
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, Act No. 358, as amended, and 
 it is the intent of this board of commissioners to require the 
recognition and evaluation of  flood hazards in all official 
actions relating to land use in the flood plain areas having 
special  flood hazards. 
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6-602 Purpose. To assure the Federal Insurance Administration that 

it will enact as necessary, and maintain in force for those 
areas having flood hazards, adequate land use and control 
measures with effective enforcement provisions consistent with 
the criteria set forth in Section 1910 of the National Flood 
Insurance Program Regulations. 
 

6-603 Building inspector's duties. 
 

1. The National Flood Insurance Program Regulations vests the 
County Building Inspector(s) with the responsibility, 
authority, and means to: 

 
(a)  delineate or assist the administrator, at his 

request, in delineating the limits of the areas 
having special flood hazards on available local 
maps of sufficient scale to identify the location 
of building sites; 

 
(b)  provide such information as the administrator may 

request concerning present uses and occupancy of 
the flood plain area; 

 
(c) cooperate with federal, state, and local agencies 

and private firms which undertake to study, survey, 
map, and identify flood plain areas, and cooperate 
with neighboring communities with respect to 
management of adjoining flood plain areas in order 
to prevent aggravation of existing hazards; and 

 
(d)  submit on the anniversary date of the community's 

initial eligibility an annual report to the 
administrator on the progress made during the past 
year within the community in development and 
implementation of flood plain management measures. 

 
2. Appoints the building inspector(s) to maintain for public 
inspection and to furnish upon request a record of elevations 
(in relation to mean sea level) of the lowest floor (including 
basement) of all new or substantially improved structures 
located in the special flood hazard areas. If the lowest floor 
is below grade on one or more also must be recognized. 

 
3. Agrees to take such other official action as may be 
reasonably necessary to carry out the objectives of the 
program. 
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       ARTICLE VII: BRYAN COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
 
6-701 An Ordinance. An Ordinance adopting and enacting a code 
of enforcement of rules   and regulations of the Bryan County 
Board of Health; providing for express adoption  of applicable 
rules and regulations; providing for delegation of duties of 
implementation and  enforcement to the Bryan County Board of 
Health; making provisions for criminal penalties  for the violation 
thereof; providing for procedural rights; and providing for the 
establishment  of jurisdiction of the Magistrate's Court of Bryan 
County over violations of this ordinance. 

 
6-702 Rules and Regulations.   
 

1.  There are currently in existence certain rules and 
regulations adopted by the Bryan  County Board of Health with the 
purpose of preserving the public health, safety, and welfare  of 
the citizens of Bryan County, Georgia. This ordinance specifically 
incorporates by  reference and makes a part of these ordinances 
the provisions of the following rules and  regulations which are 
in force at the time of the adoption of this ordinance:  
 

a.  The Rules of the Department of Human Resources, 
Public Health Department, Chapter 290-5-26, On-Site 
Sewage Management Systems, as amended.  

 
b. The Rules of the Department of Human Resources, Public 
Health Department, Chapter 290-5-14, Food Service, as 
amended. 

 
2.  The above Rules are made part of the public record as set 

forth in the official compilation,  Rules and Regulations of 
the State of Georgia, published by the Secretary of State and are 
 available for review at the offices of the Bryan County Board 
of Health. 
 
6-703 Implementation. 
 

1.  The duty of implementation and enforcement of these 
regulations rests with the Bryan  County Board of Commissioners, 
and by virtue of this Ordinance the same is hereby  expressly 
delegated to the Bryan County Board of Health, which is hereby 
charged with the  promulgation of sufficient procedures for 
insuring compliance with these rules and  regulations by the 
citizens of Bryan County. The Bryan County Board of Health is 
directed  to implement procedures which will insure that the 
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citizens of Bryan County will receive all  procedural rights to 
which they are entitled under the Laws of the State of Georgia. 

 
2.  Any violation of the rules and regulations hereby 

referenced shall be a violation of this  Ordinance and shall be 
a misdemeanor offense.  Any violator shall be subject to the 
 imposition of a fine not to exceed $1,000.00 and/or 
imprisonment for a period not to exceed  sixty (60) days. 
 

3.  The Magistrate's Court of Bryan County shall have 
jurisdiction over violations of this  Ordinance and all 
procedures for enforcement of this Ordinance shall be as provided 
in  Article 4, Chapter 10 Title 15, Official Code of Georgia. 
Complaints of violations of any  provision of this Ordinance 
shall be brought before the Magistrate's Court by a designated 
 representative of the Bryan County Board of Health and shall 
be brought before the  Magistrate's Court only after all notices 
and rights to a hearing before a Hearing Officer of  the Board of 
Health shall have been provided. 
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 ARTICLE VIII: INDIVIDUAL AND SEMI-PUBLIC WATER SYSTEMS 
 
6-801 Definitions. The following terms, when used in this 
ordinance, shall have the following  meanings: 
 

1.  COMMUNITY WATER SYSTEM means a public water system which; 
services at least 10 service connections. This term shall also 
embrace and include every subdivision water system, regardless 
of the number of service connections. 

 
2.  NON-COMMUNITY PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM means a water system 
which although having less than 10 service connections, is 
used by the public. This term includes but is not limited to 
those systems serving places of business such as hotels, 
motels, restaurants, camp grounds, schools, factories, 
churches, service stations, and the water system used at other 
public places and places of business. This term does not 
include domestic, or home water systems serving less than 10 
connections. 

 
6-802 Approval.  From and after the effective date hereof, no 

new community water system or non-community public water 
system shall be built, constructed or operated in the 
 unincorporated area of Bryan County, Georgia, nor shall 
any existing system be substantially rebuilt or expanded, 
unless the same shall fully comply with the minimum standards 
set forth herein, and further, unless the same shall be 
approved by the Bryan County Commission or its designee as 
hereinafter set forth. 

 
6-803 Standards.  All new community water systems or 
non-community public water systems  built in the unincorporated 
area of Bryan County, Georgia shall meet at least the following 
 minimum standards, and should any such existing systems in the 
unincorporated areas of  Bryan County be substantially rebuilt or 
expanded, then such rebuilt or expanded portions  or such existing 
systems shall also meet at least the following minimum standards:  
 

A. Minimum Water Supply: All such water systems shall be 
capable of delivering the following amounts and pressures:   

 
1.  For systems serving 10 connections or less, at least 
200 gallons per minute at a pressure of 20 pounds per 
square inch, when measured at any point in the system, 
including, but not limited to the end of the longest run 
of pipe in the system.  
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2.  For systems serving 10 connections or more, at least 
250 gallons per minute at a pressure of 20 pounds per 
square inch, when measured at any point in the system, 
including, but not limited to the end of the longest run 
of pipe in the system.  

 
3.  The minimum water supply standards contained in this 
section shall not apply to wells used only for backup or 
emergency service, nor shall they apply to existing water 
systems, when such systems are connected to new water 
systems for the sole purpose of backup or emergency water 
supply. 

 
B. Fire Hydrants required: All such water systems shall have 
standard 3 way type fire hydrants, either left handed or right 
handed, as specified by the Bryan County Commission or its 
designee, installed in the system at the following minimum 
intervals: 

 
1.  For residential systems hydrants shall be spaced no 
more than 1000 feet apart, and so that no house is more 
than 500 feet from a hydrant. 

 
2.  For multi-family residential and commercial systems 
hydrants shall be spaced no more than 600 feet apart, and 
so that no building is more than 300 feet from a hydrant. 
Further, the system shall provide, at every hydrant, the 
minimum water supply set out above in Section A. 

 
C. Valves, and system looping required: All such water systems 
shall either have a sufficient number of valves installed, or 
be looped, or a combination thereof so that a line break of 
failure in the system will not affect more than 1000 feet of 
the mains in the system. Further, valves shall be maintained 
in good operating condition, and shall be inspected on at 
least an annual basis, with a report of such inspection being 
filed in the office of the Bryan County Building Inspector. 
Provided further, that the Bryan County Building Inspector 
may, in his or her discretion, require more frequent 
inspections. 

 
D. Minimum water main sizes: All such water systems shall be 
constructed with main water lines of at least 6 inch pipe. The 
final decision of all pipe and other material sizes shall be 
made by the Bryan County Commission or its designee, as 
hereinafter set forth, but no system shall be approved which 
uses water mains of less than 6 inch pipe.  
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E. Minimum pipe standards: All such water systems shall be 
constructed, in their entirety, of pipes which shall be of at 
least the quality specified for AWWA class 900 PVC pipe.  

 
F. Minimum test pressures: No such water system shall be given 
final approval for operation, until it shall be demonstrated 
to the Bryan County Building Inspector or his designee, that 
the system, in its entirety, has withstood and held a pressure 
of 150 pounds per square inch for at least 2 hours.  

                    
 
 
6-804 Plans. 
 

1.  No new community water system or non-community public 
water system shall be built,  constructed or operated in the 
unincorporated areas of Bryan County, unless and until a plan  of 
such system shall have been prepared by a registered professional 
engineer, who shall  certify that such system meets the minimum 
requirements of this ordinance, and such plan  shall have been 
filed with the Bryan County Commission or its designee, and such 
Board  has given its preliminary approval of such plans.  
Further, such system shall not be put into  operation, or 
otherwise used, until the Bryan County Commission or its designee 
shall have  satisfied itself that such system is in full 
compliance with all of the provisions of this  ordinance, as 
well as all other applicable laws, and the Board has given its 
final approval. 
 

2.  Likewise, no such existing systems shall be substantially 
rebuilt or expanded until like plans have been submitted to 
the Bryan County Commission or its designee, and like 
approvals obtained. 

                              
6-805 Penalties. 

 
1.  Any person violating any of the provisions of this 
ordinance shall be guilty of misdemeanor offense as determined 
by the Magistrate Court of Bryan County, and such offense 
shall be deemed continuing, with each day of such violation 
constituting a separate offense. 

 
2.  Further, the provisions of this ordinance may be enforced 
by the institution, by proper Bryan County Commission or its 
designee, of any appropriate action or proceedings to prevent, 
restrain, correct, or abate such violation, or to prevent the 
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use or operation of such system, or prevent any illegal act, 
business, or use in or about any affected premises. 
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 ARTICLE IX: RULES OF INDIVIDUAL AND SEMI-PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY 
 SYSTEMS FOR BRYAN COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 
 
6-901 Definitions. 
 

(a) "Abandoned well" means any well whose use has been 
discontinued and is in such disrepair that continued use for 
the purpose of obtaining ground water is impractical or is 
determined to be a health or accident hazard by the County 
Board of Health. This is meant to include all holes that are 
drilled, bored, dug or driven which are determined to be 
unsatisfactory for development as a source of water supply. 

 
(b) "Annular space" means the space between the well casing 
and earth wall of well. 

 
© "Bored well" means a well that is constructed by means of an 
auger-type device, as distinguished from one that is dug, 
drilled, or driven. 

 
(d) "County Board of Health" means the Bryan County Board of 
Health established pursuant to Georgia Law OCGA 31-3-1 and 
hereafter in this ordinance shall be referred to as the 
"Board". 

 
(e) "Cross connection" means any physical connection or 
arrangement between two otherwise separate piping systems, one 
of which contains potable water, the other containing water of 
unknown or questionable potability. 

 
(f) "Disinfection" means the killing of living, potentially 
infectious organisms by chemical means directly applied. 

 
(g) "Drilled well" means a well that is constructed by means 
of raising and dropping a heavy drill bit and stem or by 
rotary drilling method. 

 
(h) "Driven well" means a well that is constructed by driving 
a casing, at the end of which there is a drive point, without 
the use of any drilling or boring device. 

 
(I) "Dug well" means a well that is constructed by means of 
hand tools or by means of a power shovel or other earth 
excavation machinery. 
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(j) "Grout" means any stable, reasonably impervious bonding 
material capable of providing a seal between the well casing 
and the earth wall of the well. 

 
(k) "Groundwater" means water obtained from drilled, driven, 
bored, or dug wells, or springs used as a source of water for 
individual and semipublic water supply systems. 

 
(l) "Individual water supply system" means a single system of 
piping, pumps, tanks, or other facilities, utilizing a source 
of groundwater to supply a single-family dwelling.  

 
(m) "A semipublic water system" means a system for the 
provision of piped water for human consumption, if such system 
serves an average of less than twenty-five (25) individuals 
daily, or provides water to the public for less than 60 days 
per year, and is not regulated by the "State Safe Drinking 
Water Act", or the Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
(“Department”). 

 
(n) "Lot" means a parcel of land intended as a unit for 
transfer of ownership or for development, or both, excluding 
any part of the right-of-way of a street or a road.  

 
(o) "Potable water" means water having bacteriological and 
chemical quality conforming to the latest revision of the 
"State Safe Drinking Water Act", and/or those devised by any 
succeeding Federal Agency and approved by the Department or 
County Board of Health. 

 
(p) "Person" means any owner, agent, individual, partnership, 
corporation, or association, and may extend and be applied to 
bodies politic and corporate.  

 
(q) "Pumping equipment" means any equipment or material 
utilized or intended for use in withdrawing or obtaining 
groundwater for any use including, but not limited to, pumps, 
seals and tanks, together with fittings and controls. 

 
(r) "Representative of the Board" shall mean its duly 
authorized staff. 

 
(s) "Spring" means a natural surface feature where groundwater 
flows from the rock or subsoil.  

 
(t) "Well" means an excavation or opening into the ground by 
which water is sought or obtained. 
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(u) "Well cover" means an overlapping, impervious watertight 
cover at the upper terminal end of the well to prevent 
contaminated water or deleterious material from entering the 
well. 

 
(v) "Well slab" means a concrete slab placed around the well 
at the ground surface to prevent surface water contamination 
from entering the well. 

 
(w) "Well seal" means a device used to cap a well or to 
establish and maintain a junction between the casing of a well 
or well cover and the piping or equipment installed therein to 
prevent pollutants from entering the well at the upper 
terminal. 

 
(x) "Well vent" means an outlet at the upper terminal of the 
well-casing to allow equalization of air pressure in the well. 

 
(y) "Yield" means the quantity of water per unit of time which 
may flow or be pumped from a well.  

 
6-902 General Provisions. 
 

1. Any person or their authorized agent desiring to construct 
a water well intended to be utilized for an individual water 
supply or semipublic water supply system shall file with the 
Board on a form furnished by a representative  of the Board, 
Notification of Intent to construct a well. This form shall be 
filed prior to the commencement of work. The Notification of 
Intent shall be postmarked no later  than ten (10) days prior 
to the day of commencement of work. If the well is to be 
constructed within a subdivision or on property where an 
existing or proposed septic tank system has been installed, 
site selection must be approved by a representative of the 
Board prior to construction.  All individual or semipublic 
water wells shall be constructed by a State licensed water 
well contractor. The minimum required information for 
Notification of Intent is: 

 
(a) Name(s) and address(es) of the applicant and owner of 
the property; 

 
(b) Location of the property and the proposed well or 
spring; 
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(c) Name and address of the person or firm who will 
construct the individual or semipublic water supply 
system; 

 
(d) Type of construction of the individual or semipublic 
water supply system; 

 
(e) Type of facility to be served. 

 
2.  A Certificate of Completion shall be filed with a 
representative of the Board on forms provided by the Board, by 
the water well contractor within ten (10) days following 
completion of work. The Certificate of Completion shall 
contain the following information: 

 
(a) Diameter of the well in inches; 

 
(b) Total depth of well; 

 
(c) Type of casing installed; 

 
(d) Depth of casing installed; 

 
(e) Yield of well; 

 
(f) Depth and type of grout sealing; 

 
(g) Certification by State of Georgia licensed water well 
contractor that the well has been constructed in 
compliance with applicable requirements. 

 
3. An individual or semi-public water supply system, 
constructed after the effective date of this ordinance, shall 
be evaluated by a representative of the Board to determine 
compliance with applicable requirements. Written approval 
shall be issued only after a representative of the Board has 
made a final evaluation of the construction of the individual 
or semipublic water supply system and said construction 
conforms to the requirements set forth herein and meets 
bacteriological standards for potable water. 

 
4. Any person constructing a semipublic water supply system 
shall submit or cause to be submitted samples of water taken 
from the water supply system to a representative of the Board 
for general chemical analysis. The sample from individual 
water supplies will be required when a representative of the 
Board considers such chemical analysis necessary. 
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5. Water samples for bacteriological analysis shall be 
collected from all new wells after construction and initial 
disinfection procedures have been carried out.  Additional 
samples may be collected as needed to establish reliability of 
water quality or confirm the existence or absence of 
bacteriological contamination. For semipublic water supply 
systems, samples shall be collected and analyzed at intervals 
of not less than once each year or more frequently If deemed 
necessary by a representative of the Board. 

 
6. No Person may operate or use an individual or semipublic 
water supply system when the bacteriological quality of the 
water does not meet the standards for potable water 
established by the Board or the Board determines that the 
water contains other materials of a toxic nature in sufficient 
quantities as to pose a health hazard to consumers unless 
adequate treatment or other approved corrective measures as 
approved by a representative of the Board are carried out by 
the owner or his representative. 

 
6-903 Location of Well. Any person constructing an individual 

or semipublic water supply system shall conform to the 
following table in establishing minimum acceptable distances 
between a well and potential pollutants located on either the 
same or adjoining lots. 

 
Source of Pollution Horizontal Minimum Distance  
 From Well (feet) 
Sewers with leaded  
or mechanical joints........................................ . 10 
 
Septic tank................................................... 50 
 
Pit privy.................................................... 100 
 
Sewage sand filter............................................100 
 
Seepage pits..................................................100 
 
Nitrification field...........................................100 
 
Other sources (such as but not limited to:  
animals, chemical treated building slab, 
sanitary landfill).............................. As determined by 
 a representative of the Board 
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The well shall have a depth of at least twenty (20) feet below the 
natural ground surface and shall be located at least ten (10) feet 
from any property line and at a higher elevation than potential 
sources of pollution where physical features permit. For the 
construction of any particular individual or semipublic water 
supply system, the distance between the well and source of 
pollution as set forth in this Ordinance may be increased, or 
special means of well protection or water treatment may be 
required, when considered necessary by a  representative of the 
Board, in order to protect the water supply system from any 
potential source of contamination due to unfavorable local 
topography, soil, or geological condition encountered. 
 
6-904 Well Construction. 
 

1. The well site shall be graded, if necessary, to facilitate 
rapid drainage of surface water to a distance of not less than 
twenty (20) feet from the well in all directions or a 
diversion ditch or trench shall be constructed to effectively 
divert surface water twenty (20) feet from the well site.  
Pump platforms, pump room floors, and well slabs shall be 
protected from flooding by being located not less than two (2) 
feet above the high water level of any lake, pond, or stream 
within fifty (50) feet.  The casing, liners, screens and any 
other manufactured material used in the construction of wells 
shall be of new Steel casing and shall meet current ASTM 
specifications for the use intended and plastic when used 
shall meet current ASTM specifications and be NSF approved for 
potable water.      

 
2. All openings into a well, except a screened well vent, 
shall be sealed. Well vents are required for drilled wells. 
When a well vent is used, It shall be a riser pipe of a design 
where the screened opening terminates downward at least twelve 
(12) inches above the concrete slab or be of a design approved 
by a representative of the Board.  When pumping equipment is 
enclosed with In a pump house or other enclosed shelter, a 
gravity drain from the structure shall be provided.  New wells 
with the upper terminals located in pits (below grade) shall 
not be approved. 

 
3. Driven, dug, and bored wells shall have a watertight casing 
of vitrified clay tile, steel, concrete or other durable, non-
toxic, watertight material capable of withstanding external 
pressure, to extend from twelve (12) inches above the well 
slab at finished ground level to the point of maximum drawdown 
or to a depth of not less than twenty (20) feet below the 
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ground surface.  A well slab shall be installed, having a 
thickness of at least four (4) inches and extending at least 
two (2) feet beyond the well casing in all directions, and 
sloping away from the casing.  A well seal and/or a well cover 
shall be installed.  The annular space around the casing shall 
be sealed with grout to a depth of at least twenty (20) feet 
below the ground surface. 

 
4. Drilled wells shall be cased to the point of maximum 
drawdown or from an impervious strata if one exists above 
water-bearing formation to at least twelve (12) inches above 
the concrete slab at the ground surface.  In no case shall the 
length of casing be less than twenty (20) feet.  The annular 
space shall not be less than one and one-half (1 ½) inches and 
shall be filled with grout for not less than twenty (20) feet. 
 A well slab shall be installed, having a thickness of at 
least four (4) inches and extending at least two (2) feet 
beyond the well casing in all directions and sloping away from 
the casing.  A well seal shall be installed at the upper 
terminal of the casing. 

 
6-905 Spring Protection. 
 

1. A spring to be developed as a ground water source shall be 
protected by a concrete-enclosed or other Impervious structure 
approved by a representative of the Board.  The walls of the 
structure shall extend down to a bedrock, or into the subsoil 
sufficiently to provide for a proper foundation to prevent 
surface water seepage.  

 
2. All surface water runoff shall be diverted from the spring.  
3. The overflow, pipe from the structure shall be designed to 
prevent contamination of the spring. 

 
4. If the spring is located in an area where livestock is 
present, a fence shall be provided to preclude the entry of 
animals to a distance of at least twenty (20) feet from the 
spring site in all directions. 

 
6-906 Pump Installation. 
 

1. No person may use material in a well or pump installation 
that may result in the delivered water being toxic or having 
an objectionable taste or odor. All metallic and non-metallic 
materials shall have sufficient structural strength and other 
properties to accomplish the purpose for which installed.   
Plastic pipe shall not be used by any person, unless such pipe 
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bears the approval of the National Sanitation Foundation for 
potable water applications, or approved equal, and unless such 
pipe has the physical property to withstand the torque and 
load to which it is subjected. 

 
2. Cross connections shall be prohibited. 

 
3. Hand pumps shall be of the force type equipped with a 
packing gland around the pump rod, a delivery spout which is 
closed and downward directed, and a one-piece bell type base 
which is part of the pump stand. 

 
6-907 System Approval. 
 

1. Individual Water Supply System- 
 

(a) Any person owning an Individual water supply system 
constructed prior to the effective date of this 
Ordinance, may apply to the County Board of Health for 
written approval of the system. Approval by a 
representative of the board shall be based on the 
location and construction of the system and results of 
water analysis of the system for a potable water supply, 
conforming to applicable rules of this Chapter. 

 
(b) Approval of new systems will be issued only after a 
representative of the Board has made final inspection of 
the construction of the system and said construction 
conforms to the requirements set forth herein and meets 
required standards for potable water. 

 
(c) Capacity of individual water supply system - The 
capacity of an  individual water supply system shall be 
adequate to supply the daily and-peak load needs of the 
single-family dwelling for which the individual water 
supply system is designed to serve. For domestic use, 
five (5) gallons per minute is recommended as a minimum. 
Increased storage tank capacity or other measures shall 
be provided if the yield of the well or spring is 
insufficient to supply the daily and peak load needs. 

 
2. Existing Semipublic water System - Any person owning or 
operating a semipublic water supply system constructed prior 
to the effective date of this Ordinance shall apply to the 
County Board of Health for written approval of the system on 
forms provided by the Board.  Said application shall be 
completed and returned to the Board's representative within 
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thirty (30) days from the date of the Board's notification of 
approval requirements.  Approval of an existing semipublic 
water supply system by the County Board of Health shall be 
based on the location and construction of the system, quantity 
of water, and results of water analysts of the system for a 
potable water supply. The minimum acceptable requirements for 
an existing semipublic water supply are: 

 
(a) Sanitary seal; 

 
(b) Well slab - in the absence of an acceptable well slab 
(see Section 6-705), one shall be constructed In 
accordance with Section 6-705 and a curtain wall shall be 
installed in the absence of proper grouting. The curtain 
wall shall join an acceptable well slab, be at least 
three (3) inches thick and extend a minimum of eighteen 
(18) inches below the slab for the entire perimeter; 

 
(c) A history of satisfactory bacteriological samples to 
include at least two successive negative samples taken no 
closer than one month apart. At least one of which shall 
be taken following receipt of application of approval. 

 
(d) History of system operation or engineering plans and 
specifications must demonstrate to a representative of 
the Board that each service connection will be supplied 
with an adequate quantity of water at a minimum pressure 
of 20 psi; 

 
(e) Current satisfactory chemical analysis, if deemed 
necessary by the County Board of Health; 

 
(f) Acceptable maintenance and operation of the system; 

 
(g) All wells must be cased to a minimum depth of twenty 
five (25) feet. 

 
3. New Semipublic water Supply - Semipublic water supply 
systems constructed after the effective date of this Ordinance 
shall comply with the following requirements: 
The capacity of a semipublic water supply system to serve 
residential housing facilities such as subdivisions, mobile 
home parks and apartment complexes, etc., shall be based on a 
daily water consumption of 100 gallons per person per day for 
the anticipated size of the development. Four hundred (400) 
gallons per day for each residential living unit will be 
considered the minimum. System shall be capable of supplying a 
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minimum of three and one-half (3.5) gallons per minute to each 
proposed residential living unit for a peak demand period of 
twenty (20) minutes. 

 
(a) The well shall be constructed in accordance with 
Section 6-705 "well construction". 

 
(b) Adequate storage shall be provided to up any deficit 
occurring between peak demand and total available from 
the source during the twenty (20) minute peak demand 
period. 

 
(c) Distribution piping for all semipublic water supply 
systems shall be of sufficient size to provide adequate 
quantities of water at a minimum of 20 psi at all service 
connections, as determined by friction losses, 
elevations, and other pertinent factors. Plastic piping, 
if used, shall bear the seal of the National Sanitation 
Foundation approval for potable water usage. 

 
(d) The distribution system, storage facilities, and 
water consumption specifications for non-residential 
semipublic supplies shall be sufficient to supply the 
anticipated need under a minimum of 20 psi at the service 
connection. 

 
(e) The owner(s) of all semipublic water supplies shall 
furnish to a representative of the Board all information 
deemed necessary for a complete evaluation of the 
adequacy of the water supply system. This shall include, 
but not be limited to, the following: Plans or scaled 
diagram of the system showing all dimensions, lot sizes, 
layout of system, pipe sizes, pump capacity, well yields, 
maximum anticipated population to be  served, maximum 
number of lots or spaces to be served, location of 
existing or proposed septic tank systems, type and 
capacity of storage facilities, type of water treatment 
facilities, and other pertinent details of the systems. 

 
6-908  Disinfection. Any person constructing an individual or 
semipublic water  supply system  shall disinfect or cause to be 
disinfected the water supply system before the system is placed 
 into operational service. The water supply system shall be 
disinfected by introducing a  chlorine solution into the well or 
spring in such a manner that a concentration of at least fifty 
 (50) ppm of available chlorine exists in the well, water 
pipes, storage tanks, or other parts  of the system in which 
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potable water is delivered, treated or stored. After a period of 
not less  than twelve (12) hours, the chlorinated water shall be 
pumped from the system and a sample  for bacteriological quality 
shall be taken by a representative of the Board.  Disinfection 
 procedures shall be repeated if said sample is not 
satisfactory. 
 
6-909 Chemical Standards. Chemical substances in any individual 
or semi-public water  supply system shall not exceed the 
following concentrations: 
 
Substances Concentrations in milligrams 
 per liter (mg/l) 
Arsenic (AS).................................................0.05 
Barium (Bn)...................................................1.0 
Cadmium (Cd).................................................0.01 
Chromium (Hexavalent) (Cr6)..................................0.05 
Cyanide (Cn)..................................................0.2 
Lead (Pb). ..................................................0.05 
Selenium (Se)................................................0.01 
Silver (Ag)..................................................0.05 
Nitrate (No3)...............................................45.00 
 
6-910 Abandoned Well. 
 

1. Any person who is a property owner, lessee, or agent of a 
property owner, on whose property an abandoned well is 
located, shall restore the surface conditions which existed 
before the well was constructed by filling an abandoned buried 
or dug well with earth, or by sealing an abandoned drilled or 
driven well by grouting with puddled clay, concrete or other 
stable bonding material. 

 
2. An abandoned well shall not be used by any person for 
disposal of refuse, sewage, dead animals, or other waste 
material. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


