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Richmond Hill Park:  A hand held lightning meter is used at the RH Park.   When lightning is detected between 3-8 miles Bryan County Staff Members will send out a warning to coaches – either by phone or walking to their practices and games.  If it is detecting activity closer than a 3 mile radius we immediately suspend practices.  Practices are usually called and everyone is asked to go home.  If it is a game, a delay is called and everyone is asked to seek shelter – vehicle, building, etc.  If it looks like there is a chance to resume a game we wait at least 20 minutes after the last alarm.  If lightning is detected again while we are waiting the clock starts over with another full 20 minute delay.  We will do this for up to an hour before a Bryan County Staff Member finally calls the game.  However, if it looks like the weather is here to stay a Bryan County Staff Member may call the game after the first warning.  We attempt to resume play if at all possible as long as it is safe.  Depending on where they were in the game, it may be rescheduled or may just be recorded as the end.  

Elementary School and The Bottom Park:  If your child practices at the elementary school and there is not a lightening meter in the vicinity please air on the side of caution.  Coaches should call the Recreation Gym to verify the status of the lightening meter (912-756-4626).  If it is detecting activity closer than a 3 mile radius a Bryan County Staff Member will suspend practices.  Practices are usually called and everyone is asked to go home.  If the fields need to be cleared children do not have access to a building.  During lightening children are to return to their parent’s vehicle.  This is why it is imperative that parents stay during practice or have a parent partner.   
 
DeVaul Henderson:  At the DeVaul Henderson Park Bryan County Staff Members rely on the Thorguard Lighting Prediction System.  This system can provide advance warning of a lightning hazard, allowing you the time to seek shelter.  You will be alerted by one loud horn blast that will last 15 seconds.  Upon hearing the horns, everyone should seek shelter immediately.  When this occurs, a strobe light located with the horns will activate and remain active while under a weather alert.  Every attempt should be made to seek shelter in a safe environment.  The Thorguard system will determine when conditions are safe to return to your previous activities.  Three 5-second blasts will indicate that everything is all clear and the strobe light will cease operation.  Horns and strobe lights are located on the roof of the of the concession stand between the soccer and football fields.  We do not have a system which allows us to know how long the fields will be closed.  A staff member or coach assigned to the fields that evening will determine if players should remain and wait out the storm, or leave the park. 


SEEK SHELTER AT:  Permanent Buildings & Vehicles
   
ALWAYS AVOID THE FOLLOWING:
[image: NA00386_]	
· Athletic Fields & Bleachers
· Open Areas
· Bodies of Water
· Doors & Windows
· Isolated Trees
· High Elevations
  

Please apply common sense and use the old adage
 “if you hear it clear it”.   

 If you hear thunder, clear the field and move children to the safety of a building or parent’s vehicle.
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